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Now that the Christmas and New 
Year Holidays are out of the way 

and work on the expansion of the 
Grafton and Greenbrier has resumed, our 
editor Greg McCartney has ordered me 
to get writing again.

Although we haven’t had any 
Achievement 
Program 
certificates issued 
recently, we 
continue to be an 
Achievement 
Program Division. 
I had the pleasure 
to help judge 
Gary Burdette’s 
scratch built C&O 
Brill Railcar 
(Doodle Bug) that 
was mentioned in 
the last issue.  As 
I have said before, 
Gary takes scratch 
building to the highest level.  A few days 
ago, Jim Trivett sent me some pictures 
he took on my G&G of a meet between 
two coal trains at Smith Summit.  The 
southbound empties were headed up by 
two of Anthony Parrish’s highly detailed 
Midland Atlantic locomotives.  Tony has 
two of the three required judged engines 

(Cont'd on page 4)

for his Locomotive Certificate.  I’m 
anxiously waiting to see his scratch built 
locomotive to complete the 
requirements.  Anthony, along with Dan 
Mulhern, should now have enough 
operating time to qualify for Chief 
Dispatcher as well.  By convention time 

next year, Dan should get Association 
Volunteer.  We have over fifteen 
members working on AP Certificates, so 
let’s get more of them completed. 

Our meetings continue to be well 
attended sometimes with over one third 
of our membership present.  There is no 
division in all of NMRA that has that 

On the Cover: Gary Burdette's scratch built model of  a skeleton log car used at Cass, WV.  Gary one first place at the March 
Freight Cars modeling contest.

photo by Jerry Doyle

photo by Jim Trivett
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COAL DIVISION NEWS AND EVENTS

Assistant Superintendant Report
by Bob Weinheimer

Monthy Meeting Schedule
May 9, 2009, 2 PM, Coal Division Meeting, West Virginia Hobbies and Crafts, Teays Valley, WV.  Greg McCartney 
will show a video produced by Joe Fugate (model-trains-video.com). If  possible, we will have Joe available by 
telephone to answer questions. The contest will be Steam Locomotives.

June 13, 2009, 2 PM, Coal Division Meeting, West Virginia Hobbies and Crafts, Teays Valley, WV.  John Harris will 
present a clinic titled “Turnout Indicators”.  The contest will be On Line Structures.

July 11th, 2009, Coal Division Meeting at home of  Lin Young in Galipolis, OH. Meeting time to be announced. 
Thecontest will be off  line structures. The clinic will be operating the Grafton and Greenbrier Railroad.

Events Around Our Division and Region

Monthly Contests
January - Cabooses

Feburary - Diesel Locomotives

March - Freight Cars

April - Passenger Cars

May - Steam Locomotives

June - Online Structures

July - Offline Structures

August - Traction

September - Photographs

October - Open Loads

November - Non-revenue

December - Modeler's Choice

(Cont'd on page 4)

As you may imagine, the 2010 MCR 
convention is high on my list of 

priorities.  The Coalfield Express will 
have received its public rollout by the 
time you read this newsletter.  A 
PowerPoint presentation promoting the 
event has been prepared.  While it was 
intended for use at the 2009 MCR 
convention in Columbus, we have 
received the opportunity to present it to 
Division 3 in Dayton April 19.  I will be 
presenting it to the membership during 
our April 18 meeting and will be seeking 
suggestions for improvement at that time.

Convention staffing is coming right 
along.  As you can see in the table, the 
only unfilled leadership position is for 
the raffle.  This job has two distinct 
phases.  First, in the months preceding 
the convention, it will be necessary to 
send letters to manufacturers, 
distributors, and large sellers of model 
railroad items soliciting the donation of 
items for the raffle.  Later, after 
receiving the items, it will be necessary 
to send thank you letters.  The second 
phase takes place throughout the 
convention.  The sale of raffle tickets is 
usually a rather interesting affair.  Good 
sellers roam the hotel halls with lots of 
tickets selling them to anybody walking 
by.  As you might realize, healthy ticket 

sales make this function work.  There is 
a fixed cost of about $200 that must be 
overcome but after that the rest is profit. 
If this sounds like something you would 
be good at and might enjoy, please let 
me know.

Jerry Doyle, Greg McCartney, and I 
have made the difficult decision to not 
produce a convention car.  As we have 
discussed in the past, the lack of working 
capital, the financial risk, and the 
difficult choice of a prototype have all 
led to this decision.  On the other hand, 
if the convention is financially 
successful, we might then have the 
working capital necessary to offer an 
appropriate car.

During the convention we will need 
the efforts of all members to make things 
work well.  On the one hand, I don’t 
want to see folks devote three days to the 
convention without enjoying any of it. 
On the other hand, this is our turn to 
show our stuff.  With this in mind, I will 
start now to ask members to let me know 
how much time they would be willing to 
spend staffing functions at the 
convention.  I need some sort of estimate 
of our abilities before seeking much 
more help from other divisions. 
Division 3 has offered to staff the contest 
room.  Dan Mulhearn will be working 

with them on that function.  Division 10 
has offered an unspecified amount of 
help.  We will get an overall idea of the 
total needs at the Columbus convention. 
After that, it will be necessary to start 
work on matching members to jobs.  

Our meetings continue to be well 
attended and very informative.  In 
November we were the guests of 
SACOM (St. Albans Chesapeake and 
Ohio Modelers) at the Hansford Center 
in St. Albans.  I presented the clinic on 
the achievement program and answered 
many good questions.  Mark Maynard 
won the non-revenue equipment contest. 
December found us back at West 
Virginia Hobbies and Crafts.  Dan 
Mulhearn shared his wisdom on car 
maintenance showing us various little 
things to keep trucks and couplers 
function properly.  In January we were 
treated to a fascinating clinic by Greg 
McCartney.  Greg showed us how he 
generates drawings for use in homemade 
decals.  I found most interesting the way 
he took a faded Chessie logo and traced 
it to allow him to make a new looking 
unfaded logo.  The software had plenty 

April 30 - May 3, 2009, Mid Central Region convention, Columbus, OH. Details at 
http://mcr09convention.dwilke.org/FirstPage.html

May 13-16, 2010, Mid Central Region convention, hosted by Division 9, Charleston, WV
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(Assist Supr. Cont'd)(Comments Cont'd)

kind of turnout.  Our members from 
south eastern WV are regulars along 
with guys from the Portsmouth, OH 
area.  Our clinics have been outstanding. 
In December Dan Mulhern presented 
“Blue Box Kits: How to get them to run 
reliably and look better.”  In January 
Greg McCartney’s “Decals” was 
particularly interesting.  Jerry Doyle, 
who is a walking diesel encyclopedia, 
presented “Diesel Locomotives” in 
February.  All of these clinics were 
informative, easy to understand and 
presented very well.  Keep coming and 
bring a friend! 

The February popular vote diesel 
contest was unusual.   All the entries 
were locomotives, that when 
constructed, were not available from a 
commercial company.   Gary Burdette 
easily won with his Brill railcar. 
Anthony Parrish showed a highly 
modified six axle General Electric 
locomotive.   I brought a kit bashed 
SD40 that was built over 25 years ago. 

of tricks to generate the needed curves 
with little effort.

At our February meeting Jerry Doyle 
delivered a most interesting presentation 
on the steam to diesel transition.  What I 
found most enlightening was his way of 
analyzing the business aspects of this 
change.  We normally see this more 
emotionally but Jerry really brought me 
down to earth with his explanation.

Gary Burdette took us through the 
wonderful world of scratch building in 
March.  While he did not take us step by 
step through the process, he did show 
many models of structures for which 
there is no commercial model.  A brief 
discussion of the various materials and 
techniques left several of us inspired to 
run out and build lost of structures.

Once again this year we were offered 
a table at no charge at the C. P 
Huntington Model Railroad Club show 
in Dunbar.  While it seemed that 
attendance was down, perhaps due to the 
beautiful weather and competition from 
the Home Show at the Charleston Civic 
Center, we still had some serious 
conversations with potential new 
members.  Indeed, we met one fellow 
who had just joined on line a few days 
before.  Thanks go to Dwight Sherman, 
Shelby Young, Bill Wadsworth, John 
Stephens, and Jerry Doyle for their help 
staffing the table and to Lin Young for 
rounding up the crew.   I believe our next 
show will likely be in Bluefield in 
November. 

Bob

Mark Maynard - President
Portsmouth OH

Each of us wanted these locomotives 
enough to have spent a significant 
amount of time researching and building 
them.  My point is that we will spend an 
inordinate amount of time and effort to 
build what we want when it’s not 
available.   That’s one of the reasons 
why model railroading is called the 
“World’s Greatest Hobby”.

Remember that the Mid Central 
Region Convention “21st Century 
Limited” will be in Columbus April 
30—May 3, 2009.  It will be held at the 
Ramada Plaza Hotel & Conference 
Center on Sinclair Road.  I encourage 
all of our 2010 Convention Managers to 
attend and shadow your respective 
manager in Columbus.    I always have 
a good experience at the MCR 
Conventions and you will too.  See you 
there.

Keep up the good work and bring a 
friend to our meetings.

Lin
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Clinicians
Needed!

Division 9 needs clinicians for 
the 2010 Mid Central Regional 
Convention.  If you have a clinic 

or an idea for a clinic you 
would like to present at the 

convention, please contact Clinic 
Chairman Gary Burdette.

Our web site continues to plod along 
at about the same rate.  Page views 

continue to number about 3,000 per 
month.  The photo section continues to 
receive many visitors.  Please send me 
photos of your layout so it can be 
showcased on the site.  I will soon be 
adding pages for the 2010 convention.  I 
expect them to be active after the end of 
the Columbus convention in early May. 
As always, I welcome suggestions for 
improvement of the site. UTH

Webmaster Report
by Bob Weinheimer

PITTSBURGH 
 JAMBOREE
By Bill Wadsworth

Every spring MCR's Division Two 
sponsors a model railroad Jamboree 

[except when they host a convention]. 
I've been attending the Jamboree each 
year for quite a while, and have been 
asked to do a report on it.

The Jamboree is an all-day Saturday 
event consisting of clinics, company 
store, a "white elephant" sale, display 
layouts and vendors exhibits.  There are 
two clinic rooms with 3 clinics each in 
the morning and afternoon [12 clinics 
total], all different topics, so you have a 
nice variety from which to choose.  The 
tough part is when there are two that 
you'd like to attend going on at the same 
time and you have to make a choice. 
All of the clinics I attended were very 
good and well presented, but several 
stood out from the rest: 

Modeling a Post-War Freight Car 
Fleet by Larry Kline.  Mr. Kline put on a 
slide show of many different kinds and 
styles of freight cars, and was very 
knowledgeable about who built or 
modified the cars and which road(s) 
used them and when.  He is also the 
author of a book on this subject.

A Look Back at the Montour 
Railroad by Gene Schaeffer.  This clinic 
presented a history of the Montour RR 
with many pictures taken at various 
stations and industries along the right of 
way.

eBay for Model Railroaders by Bram 
Bailey.  Mr. Bailey explained in detail 
how eBay works: how to get set up, buy, 
sell, review items for sale and the many 
"rules" on the proper way to bid and pay 

for items.  He also explained how he had 
set up a spread sheet for the engines he 
was interested in buying so he would 
know when it was best to stop bidding.

Laser Kits for Klutzes by Frank 
Bongiovanni.  This clinic included tips 
for making sure the sides of buildings 
were square and perpendicular to each 
other, which is one of the most 
important things to do to insure a well 
built structure.

New Ideas in Structure Lighting by 
Bill Sartore.  This clinic discussed the 
use of LED lights instead of little light 
bulbs, with the main advantages being 
very little current required, long life, and 
hardly any heat generated.  Plus, LEDs 
are available in almost any color in 
addition to white.  

The cost of the Jamboree [this year 
$22 with early registration] includes 
coffee and donuts in the morning and a 
luncheon which also has entertainment 
afterwards.  For an additional fee they 
also have an evening banquet and guest 
speaker.  This year also included home 
layout tours on Sunday, but this was not 
always a feature in the past.

In summary, the Jamboree has many 
of the features of a convention for about 
one third of the cost.  I found it to be 
very worthwhile, and highly recommend 
you attend one if you get the chance. 
UTH

David K. Bradeberry
1968-2009

David K. Brandeberry, 41, of Rio 
Grande, OH, passed away at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 16, 2009, from a long 
term illness.  Division 9 members will 
remember David as a long time crew 
member of the Grafton and Greenbrier 
Railroad.   Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to his wife and family.  He will be 
missed. 



6 UP THE HOLLER - www.coaldivision.org

SA-COM Celebrates 10 
years of Hawks Nest

by Gary Burdette

The 10th anniversary of the St Albans 
C&O Modelers (SA-COM) 

weekend at Hawks Nest Resort was a 
resounding success.  When the event was 
conceived a decade ago, the idea was a 
weekend retreat for a handful of 
modelers to discuss how to model the 
C&O while in the atmosphere of the 
most endearing portion of the railroad. 
However, the anticipated attendance of 
around 10 or 12 has always been closer 
to 100, a testament to the draw the meet 
and the New River Gorge have on those 
who love the C&O.

In addition to the many planned 
activities of the convention, there were 
opportunities for self guided tours of 
Kaymoor, Thurmond, and other locales 
along the C&O mainline.  The Greater 
Kanawha Valley N-Scalers and the 
Northern Virginia N-Trak groups both 
had layouts displayed.  The C&O 
Historical Society, the Chessie System 
Historical Society, and West Virginia 
Hobby and Crafts all had sales displays.

This year’s clinics featured both 
prototype and modeling topics ranging 
from the Kelley's Creek RR, K-4 
Kanawha locomotives, Modeling Forrest 
Products, Comparison of Motive Power 
of the three Pocahontas Roads, CSX in 
the Virginias, C&O Dining Cars to 
Modeling the C&O, Building a C&O 
Roundhouse, a San Diego C&O Layout. 
Other presentations included Operation 
Life Saver, a discussion of a John 
Gascoyne retrospective, and an update 
on the C&OHS.  All were interesting and 
informative.  SA-COM provided many 
of the door prizes and hosted an open 
house at the St. Albans C&O Depot on 
Sunday.  With a job well done by the 
organizers, we look forward to next year. 
UTH

Achievement Program activity in our 
division has been light of late.  It 

seems we as a group have picked the low 
hanging fruit that was out there and now 
we must get working on projects that 
will lead to future certificates.  There are 
still a couple of you out there that have 
met the operating requirements for Chief 
Dispatcher but have not prepared the 
other documents required for the 
certificate.  If that is a challenge for you, 
please let me know so I can help you 
through that process.  

Of all the other certificates, Engineer 
– Electrical is probably the easiest to 
earn.  If you are building a layout of any 
complexity, you almost cannot avoid 

earning this certificate.  You must build a 
layout or a portion thereof that contains a 
few features.  Probably the most 
intimidating is one that causes the need 
to reverse polarity.  Examples would be a 
wye or a turntable.  Beyond that it is 
necessary to describe how to wire three 
items from a list of very easy things. 
These are almost trivial.  There is 
another tier of difficulty that requires 
three more projects.  If you have 
installed a DCC power bus, a DCC 
control bus, and a DCC decoder into an 
older Athearn engine you have just met 
the requirements.  Adding ditch lights to 
a locomotive or a rear end device to a 
caboose also count.  Keep in mind that 
there is a provision for things not on the 
list.  For example, a diode matrix system 
for driving a group of switch machines 
has been accepted.  Perhaps you have 
done something not on the list but still 
deserving of credit.  Visit the 
Achievement Program on line at 
http://www.nmra.org/education/achievem
ent/ap_electric.html for full details. 
UTH

Achievement Program Report
by Bob Weinheimer
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Building a 40 Foot Steel Skeleton Log Car
 Article and photos by Gary Burdette

Lumbering and logging operations 
have always been of interest to me. 

The people (wood hicks), equipment, 
industrial process, and the remoteness of 
locale all combine to create a sort of 
nostalgia in me.  Perhaps, these things 
kindle the “Mountaineer Spirit,” I’m not 
sure. I do know I fell in love with Cass, 
West Virginia the first time I saw it. 
Books such as Tumult on the Mountains, 
by Roy B. Clarkson (McClain Printing, 
Parsons, W.Va., 1964), Cass Scenic 
Railroad of West Virginia, by Fredrick A. 
Kramer (Carstens Publications, Inc., 
1977), and The Cass Collection - 
Volumes 1 and 2, by John P. Killoran 
(Trackage Rights, Inc., 1982) all 
provided information and inspiration for 
me to model this area and related 
equipment and operations.  Of added 

interest to the spirit or personal nature of 
such studies is the fact that John was our 
Division 9 Superintendent Lin Young’s 
school buddy and the publisher was 
Shelby Young, our current Membership 
Officer.

Having visited Cass many times, I 
have assembled a number of photos and 
pieces of information.  One of my 
favorites is the 40’ steel skeleton log car. 
I took several shots during one outing 
and have seen it featured in simulated 
operations on a couple of my railroad 
videos.  While most of the log cars were 
wooden flat cars, the skeleton car was 
the most distinctive and really stands out 
in a crowd.  It is a natural to model, if 
only for this reason.  However, as I work 
toward my Master Builder - Cars 
certification, I felt the complexity of this 

piece of equipment would offer an 
enjoyable challenge.  Thus, I began to 
prepare a set of scale plans and gather 
materials.

Initially I thought about soldering 
the framework from K&S metal shapes. 
I had success in building a frame for my 
C&O doodlebug as part of my work on 
motive power.  While I still hope to 
build a metal model some day, I decided 
it might be more practical to use 
Evergreen and/or Plastruct plastic on the 
first try because it is a more forgiving 
medium.  It is easier to cut, piece, fill, 
and file.  When scratch building from 
basically nothing, the modeler often 
designs as he/she builds, especially the 
first run of a model.  Duplications are 
definitely easier.  Thus, my model is 
plastic.

photo by Jerry Doyle
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I began by laying out a line and sort 
of jig on my cutting board.  This would 
help me align and square the basic 
frame. I cut a section of I-beam to 
length.  The end sills are of the same 
stock.  I filed a little bit of the top and 
bottom off  the main beam on each end 
to form a tongue which would fit into 
the end piece like a slot for strength. 
The first set of cross braces are a steel 
box which I simulated using square 
stock.  The others are T-shaped beams. 
After cutting these to length, I marked 
their position on the main I-beam.  I 
drilled out the squares and the Ts at the 
proper locations.  I filed, test fit, and 
filed some more when needed to create a 
snug opening through which each piece 
could be inserted.  Again, all of this was 
to provide for a stronger joint.

After the sections were prepared, I 
began to glue everything together.  The 
jig helped keep everything straight. 
Between the end sill and first brace were 
the only side braces on the car.  These 
were square boxes so I used the 
appropriate stock to fabricate these and 
attached each between the I-beam ends 
and square cross members.  Angle iron 
was used inside between the center sill 
and ends as diagonal bracing.  This is it 
on the model, and it is still not very 
strong.  Since rails were added upon 
which the log loading crane could travel, 
an extra element of support was 
provided.  I cut some old brass rail to 
length, drilled a couple holes in each end 

to simulate where it was once bolted 
together, and glued them to the top of 
the deck.

Next, I had to figure out how to 
build the truss rods.  I drilled several 
small holes into the end of a piece of flat 
stock.  Then I laid the piece down on the 
board and drilled a couple of holes along 
the line of the end holes to form a slot.  I 
had to gently carve and file the slot into 
a regular shape.  I carefully cut each 
slotted section away from to sheet stock 
and ended up with tiny turnbuckles.  Of 
course, the edges still had to be rounded 
to give the correct look.  The truss rod 

wire slipped through the end hole and 
could be seen through the side hole 
giving a realistic appearance. I drilled 
holes at an angle into the center sill and 
the first T brace (This is the actual 
second brace as the first one beyond the 
end sill is the box-like beam/bolster 
assembly) just behind the trucks.  I used 
cotter pins as the stanchions to support 
the rods. I slightly pre-bent the wires 
then slid everything together.  I used 
ACC to attach the parts completing the 
truss rod assembly.

Cal-Scale brake fittings (Freight Car 
AB Air Brake and Ajax Set in Brass 
#AB-284) and air hoses (Standard Air 
Hoses #AH-277) were used along with 
K&S brass wire to fabricate the brake 
system.  While many log cars did not 
have brakes, the Mower Lumber 
Company and its predecessors operated 
on each side of the C&O Greenbrier 
Branch crossing ICC regulated trackage 
each time they came down the mountain 
and crossed over the main to the mill. 
As a result these cars were required to 
have brakes.  I soldered the wire to the 
various parts and assembled everything 
according to the instructions.  The brake 
components, air lines, and brake rods 
really stand out on the skeleton 
framework. Kadee couplers and 
Bettendorf trucks complete the 
underbody.

At four locations on each side of the 
car were chalks or dogs against which 

Above: Prototype photo of  a skeleton log car showing how the cars were loaded with logs.  Gary believes this car was loaded with 
logs cut to 8 feet in length instead of  the more typical 16 foot length.

photo by Gary Burdette

Below:  An American log loader sitting on a skeleton log car.  These loaders were equipped with 4 double wheels.  The outside 
wheels ran on the rails of  the log car.  The inner set of  wheels ran on temporary rails spanning from one car to the next allowing 
the loader to advance along the train as needed.

photo by Gary Burdette
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the logs were wedged and to which they 
were chained.  These were plate, box, 
and angled arrangements which lent 
themselves perfectly to casting.  I made a 
master out of flat stock cutting the plates 
and angles and gluing the box-like 
structure together.  I glued the piece to a 
larger chunk to act as a handle.  I pushed 
the part into child’s modeling clay to 
form several mold cavities.  I mixed two-
part epoxy, sprayed the clay with a 
silicone release agent, and gently pushed 
it into the opening.  Using a tooth pick, I 
could manipulate any bubbles out of the 
mix.  When set, I removed the castings 
by popping them out with the tip of a 
hobby knife. Because the bottom may 
have a slightly rounded shape, some 
filing was in order.  I glued these pieces 
to the braces with Walther’s Goo and a 
drop of ACC.  At this time I also drilled 
and attached steps and grab irons to 
complete the details.

I painted the car flat black.  Using 
letters from a freight car lettering set 
(AUTOMOBILE, Union Tank Car Co., 
etc.) I pieced together the M L BR Co. 
reporting marks and number.  I dry 
brushed a little light gray for limestone 
ballast dust and rust for simulating wear-
and-tear.  A shot of Dullcoat completed 
the paint job.

Logs were cut from stems of a 
snowball bush.  I cut them to length with 
a razor saw slicing around the outside 
and snapping the pieces apart. This gave 

the jagged ends of a tree cut by a wood 
hick with a crosscut saw.  I laid them on 
the car one at a time gluing each as I 
went.  I let the GOO set before I added a 

second layer.  I did not glue the logs to 
the car.  I wanted to be able to remove 
them to simulate loaded and unloaded 
cars. I cut a slender strip of brass and 
bent the middle into a U-shaped section, 
then each side out, and up.  This sat into 
the space between the rails on the car 
and came up around the bottom of the 
logs just a little.  I drilled holes in each 
end or the strap and attached chains. 
The assembly is positioned so that it 
matches up with the dogs on the car and 
fools one into thinking the logs are 
chained down.

The completed car has met my 
expectations.  It is has the distinctive 
look I liked plus the details I needed to 
have on a special piece of rolling stock 
to place on my logging road.  It has 
served to add to my NMRA achievement 
aspirations as it received merit status 
when recently judged.  The extra work 
required for this project was both fun 
and rewarding. UTH

Above: The pieces can be seen here in a jig made of  a metal scale rule, wood strips, and masking tape.  Glue was applied to the 
parts, then positioned with the rule and marks made on the board.  Tape was then applied to hold the parts in position until the 
glue had set.

photo by Gary Burdette

Below: The completed unpainted model showing the white 
plastic, brass fittings, and the gray primed resin "dogs."

photo by Gary Burdette
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Thomas Subdivision
Russel Miller-Superintendent

russel22@msn.com

The Coal Division is arranging to 
have shirts made with our logo 
on them.  Cost is $9 plus you 
must provide a shirt of your 

choice.  Contact Lin Young for 
details.

Coal Division Logo 
Available For 

Clothing!

The plans are drawn close to scale from the original car 
allowing for a little over-sized adjustments for the Evergreen 
stock used.

by Gary Burdette
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Building the Diorama of the Raven Red Ash 
Coal Tipple

Article and photo by David Robinette

The Raven Red Ash coal tipple was 
Located in south western Virginia in 

Tazwell County.  It was still in operation 
during my youth and after I started 
working for a dealership in Richlands, 
VA.   Part of my job was to deliver 
appliances, so I frequently drove by this 
tipple.  After getting into model 
railroading, I wanted to build a model of 
the tipple.  I purchased the Walthers’ 
New River Mining kit to use as a starting 
point for the project.  After reviewing the 
kit and comparing it with photos of the 
prototype, I found many changes would 
need to be made.  I discovered that the 
windows were too wide and there were 
too many of them as compared to the 
prototype.   So I decided to scratch build 

the structure and make a diorama of it. 
I used the bottom of the Walthers kit 

as a pattern for where to lay the tracks 
running underneath the tipple so that 
each size coal could be loaded.  This 
way, I used only those measurements to 
construct the upper portion of the tipple. 
After making the foot print with the 
locations of the tracks, I started building 
the frame for the tipple out of scale 
lumber from Northwest Lumber.  Then I 
used siding from Tom Sodders that was 
made to look like old tin corrugated 
sheets.  I used both HO and O scale 
siding on the model.  The O scale siding 
was used on the sides of the structure as 
it looked better than the HO siding.  I 
used the HO siding as roofing.  The core 

of the building was constructed out of 
plastic signs that were trashed at a 
garage from the promotion of new 
automobiles.  They make excellent sheet 
plastic stock for buildings.  You can cut 
the windows and doors in the locations 
where you want them.  The windows and 
doors were from Grandt Line.  It was 
difficult to find windows and doors that 
matched the prototype.  The stairs and 
the bracing underneath were scratch built 
with scale lumber and balsa wood.

I constructed the base of the diorama 
out of plywood and Styrofoam cut to 
make a hillside with a road.  The base 
was painted black to give the appearance 
of coal covering the ground.   The 
scenery was completed with some trees 
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and a few shrubs.   The drift mouth of 
the coal mine was constructed on the 
hillside along with a small mine track to 
carry coal into the upper portion of the 
tipple

To complete the scene, I used HO 
scale hoppers lettered for the N&W 
along with some other details such as a 
Hot Wheels dump truck.  The dump 
truck was loaded and weathered.   I also 
glued a shovel to the side of the truck to 
recreate an observation I made of many 
coal trucks in that area.

Building the Raven Red Ash coal 
tipple was a lot of work and fun to build. 
After finishing the diorama, it was taken 
to Richlands, VA where one of the sons 
of the former owner saw it and thought it 
looked very much like the real thing.  I 
was proud of my work and I knew I 
HAD DONE THE JOB RIGHT.  UTH Courtesy of the Tazwell County Public Library Photo Collection

Work is progressing nicely on Tony Puchini's Three Arrows Railway.  If  you recall, 
we featured Tony's helix a couple issues ago.  Since then a substantial amount of  
benchwork has been built.

all photos by Bob Weinheimer

What Our Members are 
Working On



13Volume 3, Issues 1&2

Above: In January, Jerry Doley made some test runs of  
the Rapido TurboTrain on the Pennsylvania Southern. 
 After some break in, it was found the train was still a 
work in progress and sent back to the Cresent Valley 
shops for work.

photo by Jerry Doyle

Right: The same day, an Athearn UP Challenger also 
made some test runs over the Pennsylvania Southern.

photo by Jerry Doyle

Left: A week later the TurboTrain made a trip over the 
Grafton and Greenbrier as seen here easing by the depot 
at Couch.

photo by Jerry Doyle 
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Right and below: Work is also progressing on the Jackson Subdivision of  Lin Young's 
Grafton and Greenbrier.  Here you can see the new helix and the future staging yard.

photos by Jim Trivett

Left and above: More of  Jim's handy work is visible here.  The steel bench work allows for 
more space for the railroad without sacrificing strength.

photos by Jim Trivett
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s esLeft and below: Greg McCartney continues to plug 
along on his B&O canstock car.  The model has now been 
put on hold until he can produce decals for the model.

photos by Greg McCartney
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Bob Weinheimer, Assistant 
Superintendent of Division 9, the 

“Coal Division” of the Mid Central 
Region, hosted a joint operations session 
on his Pennsylvania Southern HO scale 
layout for members of divisions 9 and 10 
on February 20 and 21. This was the 
third time the two divisions have joined 
in events, the first being a trip by 
Division 9 members to a layout tour in 
Division 10, and the second a shared 
operations and layout tour event 
sponsored by Bob and Div 9.

The Div. 10 members arrived  in 
Charleston, WV from Lexington, KY 
around noon on Friday, and were joined 
for lunch by Bob. After lunch, Bob and 
Gary hosted the Div 10 members in 
operations on Bob's layout. Bob also 
served up a delicious beef stew and 
apple pie a la mode for supper, and Jerry 
and Greg arrived for the meal, which 
was followed by more operations during 

the evening.
On Saturday Bob and the Lexington 

constituents had breakfast at the 
restaurant of the  Embassy Suites hotel 
in Charleston, which will be the site of 
the 2010 Mid Central Region 
convention.  During the meal, 
discussions were held about plans for 
the convention, and the possibility of 
Div 10 support. Afterwards a quick tour 
of downtown Charleston was followed 
by more operations, and then a short 
trip to an area hobby shop, before the 
Lexington crew headed for home. 

Bob's layout has been thoughtfully 
planned and well executed, and it was a 
pleasure to operate on. Division 10 
wishes to express its appreciation to 
Bob and the other Division 9 members 
for their hospitality. Pete and Bill 
presented Bob with a Division 10 HO 
scale 50' SRR box car, a Division 10 
club car, and Randy, the owner of 

Coffman Graphics Solutions Company, 
gave Bob one his trademark Right 
Clamps. Randy took the pictures for this 
article.

Joint sessions between divisions, 
whether operations sessions, layout 
tours, shows, or whatever, are a great 
way to meet new modelers, exchange 
ideas, develop new friendships, and 
certainly to have fun.

Division 9 Hosts Joint Operating Session with 
Division 10

by Pete Birdsong, photos by Randall Coffman

Above: Division 10 members from left to right are Randy 
Coffman, Bill Robbins, and Pete Birdsong.  Division 9 members 
are Greg McCartney, Bob Weinheimer, Jerry Doyle, and Gary 
Burdette.
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Buy A Pike Ad 
Today!

Help Support Division 9 by purchasing a 
Pike Ad today.  Cost is $10 per year. 

 Benefits from a Pike Ad include 
recognition of your Railroad by the 

modeling community.  For details, contact 
Greg McCartney, Div. Editor at 

editor@coaldivision.org

Above: Bill Robbins is the engineer on a Bridgeville local.
Top right: Gary Burdette tries his hand as Washington 
yardmaster.
Right: Pete Birdsong acts as brakeman on the Bridgeville 
local. 
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Meet Mark Maynard:
Membership Bio

by Mark Maynard

As with many other modelers, my 
history with trains began as far 

back as I can't remember.  My 
Grandfather and Father both worked for 
the Norfolk And Western Railroad, so 
I'm not really sure when I was 
indoctrinated into the love of trains. 
Maybe it was genetic.  That said, my 
earliest recollections are from when I 
was around five or six years old and my 
Father took me over to the railroad for 
my first look around.  The only thing 
that I truly remember is that it was really 
neat, and I remember getting up on a 
small yard steam engine.  We (the kids in 
the family) got two American Flyer sets 
for Christmas when I was around eight, 
and they were both set up on a 4x8 sheet 
of plywood.  The year would have been 
around 1962.  My uncle also bought 
some Lionel trains to set up under his 
Christmas tree around that time.  He 
would let us play with them whenever 
we were there visiting at other times of 
the year.  So it went for about ten years. 
The American Flyer set was well worn 
and almost destroyed and I had inherited 
the Lionels from my uncle.  As with 
most children, the trains were played 
with for a few days and put away again 
under the bed or in a closet because the 
space needed to keep it always set up 
was just not available.

Then it happened.  In 1972, in an 
effort to give me a more permanent 
sense of having a layout, my parents got 
me an HO scale set for Christmas and as 
the saying goes, the rest is just history. 
The S and O gauge trains went to my 
nephews and I started my first real 
permanently built larger than 4x8 layout. 
In fact, at its largest it took up a room in 
our basement approximately l0 x 14 feet. 
It was an around the wall design, and 
you had to crawl under to get inside to 
operate it.  The next year I had the 
fortunate experience to start to work part 
time in a small hobby shop/custom 
painting business.  I learned to sell 

merchandise and was also shown how to 
paint models with an airbrush.  I don't 
think that I ever really got paid because I 
always took new or used HO equipment 
in lieu of actual pay.  My first airbrush 
and compressor came from there when 
he upgraded.  I still use that same 
compressor today some thirty six years 
later.

That layout died around 1976 
because we moved to a different house. 
All my equipment and some of the track 
sections were stored in the attic.  They 
did not see the light of day for another 
five years.  After three moves as a single 
young fellow and one small layout 
attempt, I ended up in the house where I 
am today.  I began unpacking my old 
stuff to see what had in fact survived 
four different moves.  A layout that 
would eventually take up three rooms of 
the house was begun shortly after I 
moved there.  It would be the second 
bearing the Crusty Mountain and Wiloby 
Springs heraldry.  When it met its 
demise (by virtue of getting married to 
someone with two children), its track 
work was completed and had about 1/3 
rd of its scenery completed and it 
boasted a small operating dispatchers 
board complete with some functioning 
train location detectors.  Again, 
everything went into storage for about 
another six years or so.

So began, in 1993, the version of the 
CM&WS that most of you in our 
division have seen and perhaps operated 
on. Track work was officially completed 
in September 2008 with NMRA 

President Mike Brestel driving home the 
Golden Spike at the Clifford, Ohio site 
during a joint division meeting at my 
home.  Scenery is under way as are plans 
for a dispatching room.  Leftover space 
will be utilized to display all my railroad 
"junk" as a makeshift museum of sorts. 
An NCE DCC system is used to operate 
the railroad with all switches being 
powered so as to avoid "reachovers". 
We are trying to adhere to a schedule of 
operating (or working on) the layout on 
the first and third Saturdays of every 
month from about 10am to 3 or 4 pm.  If 
you happen to be in the neighborhood on 
those days, feel free to stop in and grab a 
throttle as we always have extra 
industries that must be pulled and 
spotted.  Some have even threatened to 
switch their business to trucks if we don't 
give better service.

In closing, I would like to offer my 
help to anyone who needs assistance 
with basic electrical wiring (not 
electronics), switch machine installation, 
or troubleshooting derailment problems 
whether they are track or equipment 
related.  Those seem to be the areas of 
my expertise that I generally don't 
manage to screw up.  I am also a fair 
carpenter, and can lay a straight piece or 
track (or crooked one if you prefer).  I 
guess that about covers it, so now you 
know the real Mark Maynard "MRM" 
(Model Railroad Maniac).

Mark giving his switch machine clinic at the Division 9 
meeting at his house in September.

photo by Dan Gross
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We are looking for articles for our newsletter.  If you have a model railroad or 

modeling project you would like featured in our newsletter, please contact 

Greg McCartney at editor@coaldivision.org. 

 

Please help keep our newsletter costs down and elect to receive your 

newsletter electronically.  Benefits include all pictures in color.  Please see 

our web site at www.coaldivision.org for details.   

NMRA Mid-Central
Region, Division 9

Greg McCartney, Editor
19 Barbara Circle
Scott Depot, WV  25560
304-757-4702
editor@coaldivision.org

We’re on the Web at 

www.coaldivision.org




