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Every time I think our Coal Division 
is getting stagnate our members 

come to the rescue.   For example, Bob 
Johnson wrote a beautiful comment 
about his first meeting experience with 
us.  Greg published it in the Summer 
2008 issue of Up the Holler.  Bob 
Weinheimer gave Mike Brestel, the 
NMRA President a copy at our 
September meeting in Portsmouth. 
Mike sent it to Steven Priest who is the 
editor of the NMRA magazine Scale 
Rails.  Steve included Bob’s comments 
in the Mail Car section of the November 
issue.  Way to go Bob, see you have 
already given something to the world of 
model railroading.  

We are still a very much an 
Achievement Program oriented Division. 
We have at least 14 members who are 
working on certificates.   I’m betting on 
Gary Burdette to be our next Master 
Model Railroader.  He is working very 
hard on his last project for the 
Locomotive Certificate.   It is a C&O 
Brill Railcar “Doodle Bug” as we West 
Virginians know them.   The C&O used 
them on all their branches in southern 
West Virginia with the last one running 
on the Greenbrier Subdivision between 
Ronceverte and Durban.  We are looking 
forward to judging it.  Gary takes scratch 

(Cont'd on page 4)

building to a level most of us can’t 
fathom and he is imaginative in the use 
of common everyday home items for his 
projects.  
Our meetings continue to be well 
attended.  We had over 30 members at 
the September meeting at Mark 
Maynard’s in Portsmouth.  As mentioned 
above, Mike Brestel, our NMRA 
President, came with Merlyn Jarman, the 
Division 7 Superintendent (Cincinnati) 
and new Mid Central Region VP.  Dick 
Briggs, our Mid Central Region 
President, who attended our July 
meeting in Gallipolis, was also in 
attendance.  The group from southern 
West Virginia was there and they had a 4 
hour drive each way.   Thanks Clint, 
Dan, Charlie and whomever I missed for 
making the effort.  We had a good 
contingent from Division 6 (Columbus) 
led by our former Clerk, Dave Matheny. 
Mark and his side kick Mark Rooney put 
on a show and even furnished a delicious 
pulled pork lunch.  This is an early pitch: 
don’t miss the meeting at Mark’s next 
year as he puts on a meeting you won’t 
forget.  Our annual flea market did well 
too!

Our October meeting at Clint Fosters 
was also well attended, considering 
Ronceverte, WV is located at the 

On the Cover: CSX 6017 is headed west into the sun at Kanawha Falls after meeting an eastbound in October 1989.  Dave 
Matheny won our popular vote photo contest with this shot at our September meeting.

photo by Dave Matheny
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COAL DIVISION NEWS AND EVENTS

Assistant Superintendant Report
by Bob Weinheimer

Monthy Meeting Schedule
January 10, 2009, 2 PM, Coal Division Meeting, West Virginia Hobbies and Craft, Teays Valley, WV.  Greg McCartney 
will present a clinic on making decals.  The contest is Cabooses.

February 7, 2009, 2 PM, Coal Division Meeting, West Virginia Hobbies and Craft, Teays Valley, WV.  Jerry Doyle will 
present a clinic on a topic to be determined.  The contest is Diesel Locomotives.

March 14, 2009, 2 PM, Coal Division Meeting, West Virginia Hobbies and Craft, Teays Valley, WV.  Gary Burdette will 
present a clinic on scratch building.  The contest is Freight Cars.

April 4, 2009, 2 PM, Coal Division Meeting, West Virginia Hobbies and Craft, Teays Valley, WV.  Mark Maynard will 
present a clinic on car and locomotive repair. The contest is Passenger Cars.

Events Around Our Division and Region

Monthly Contests
January - Cabooses

Feburary - Diesel Locomotives

March - Freight Cars

April - Passenger Cars

May - Steam Locomotives

June - Online Structures

July - Offline Structures

August - Traction

September - Photographs

October - Open Loads

November - Non-revenue

December - Modeler's Choice

The 2010 MCR convention continues 
to occupy much of my attention. 

We have finally firmed up our choice of 
convention name:  Coalfield Express. 
We are getting closer to having all 
committee managers named.  Right now 
it looks like this:

(Cont'd on page 4)

Registrar:                  Tony Puccini
Financial:       Jerry Doyle
Industrial tours:       Lin Young
Clinics:                      Gary Burdette
Layout tours      John Harris
Operating sessions:  John Harris
Company store:      Mark Maynard
Non-rail activities:    Dennis McGeeney
Car project:      Greg McCartney 

      and Jerry Doyle
Contest:                     Dan Mulhearn
Logo design:       Ed Keith
Raffle: ???
Silent auction: ???
Publicity: ???

If you would like to have your name 
take the place of one of the ???s, please 
drop me a note or give me a call.  I 
strongly urge all of the committee 
managers to attend the 2009 convention 
in Columbus in order to get an idea of 
just what your role entails.  Additionally, 
I would suggest you arrange with your 

counterpart in Columbus to work a shift 
in that function if feasible.  By doing so 
you will see what is expected and how 
things get done.  Moreover, you will then 
have time to review your experience and 
to develop possible improvements that 
will make our convention even better. 
Full details about the Columbus 
convention can be found at 
http://mcr09convention.dwilke.org/FirstP
age.html.  

As an aid to divisions hosting 
conventions, the region is exploring the 
idea of purchasing one or more laptop 
computers and digital projectors for 
clinic use.  The cost of renting these 
items is substantial.  A three day rental is 
often as much as the purchase price for 
the item.  This equipment would be 
made available to convention 
committees and divisions for their 
activities.  If this comes to pass, it will 
be a great help to us.  This will greatly 
reduce the need for members to loan 
their own laptops to the process.  This 
does not address the possible need for 
computers for logging entries in the 
contest room, items for the silent 
auction, and on site registrations.  At our 
convention these three activities will be 
far enough apart physically that sharing a 
computer may not be practical.  I should 

also note that these functions can do 
quite well with an older desktop machine.

Jerry and Greg have been struggling 
with the choice of convention car.  The 
Coal Division should, by most logic, 
offer a coal hopper.  The problem is that 
any good prototype has already been 
done commercially.  We also entertained 
the idea of Coal Division members’ 
freelance layouts or a freelance name 
created for the convention.  To test this 
idea, I lettered three cars for my 
Pennsylvania Southern then offered them 
for sale at the division flea market at our 
September meeting.  They were price at 
$15, the bottom of what we would 
expect to charge for a convention car. 
One car sold, the other two did not.  The 
buyer of the one car is somebody who 
knows my layout well, not somebody 
likely to do so at the convention.  This 
leads us to think such a car would not be 
a commercial success.  At our September 
meeting, NMRA President Mike Brestel 
joined our discussion of this subject.  He 
agreed with their assessment on coal 
hoppers.  Discussion turned to boxcars 
with Toledo and Ohio Central as well as 

March 27 - 28, 2009, St Albans C&O Modelers Weekend.  Hawks Nest State Park Lodge.  Ansted, WV
April 30 - May 3, 2009, Mid Central Region convention, Columbus, OH. Click here for more details.
May 13-16, 2010, Mid Central Region convention, hosted by Division 9, Charleston, WV
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(Assist Supr. Cont'd)(Comments Cont'd)

extreme eastern edge of our Division. 
Clint with his crew showed us how the 
C&O operated in the New River Gorge 
in 1955.   If you have ever been in the 
New River Gorge from Hawks Nest to 
Hinton you would not have a problem 
operating at Clint’s.   You essentially 
stand in the river and run your train. 
Thank you Mark and Mark for driving 
the 4 hours from Portsmouth.  Guys, we 
can still claim to have the highest 
percentage attendance of any Division 
anywhere.  Keep coming!

Bob Weinheimer and I attended the 
Mid Central Region Board of Directors 
meeting in Columbus on October 12.  I 
am a member of the board by reason of 
being Division Superintendant.  While 
Bob is not a voting board member, he 
was present to make reports in his roles 
as Region Contest Manager, Historian, 
and 2010 Convention Manager.  We got 
accolades about inviting and hosting 
neighboring divisions at our September 
meeting in Portsmouth.  Region 
President Dick Briggs encouraged other 
divisions to coordinate joint meetings 
with neighboring divisions.  This, he 
says, “promotes and shares our hobby” 
with others.
You are encouraged to go to our web site 
for the contest and clinic information.  

Keep up the good work and bring a 
friend to our meetings.

Lin

Penn Central being discussed.  I am sure 
Jerry and Greg are still thinking this over 
but this does sound like a reasonable 
choice.

Our meetings continue to be well 
attended.  We had around 25 or so at our 
July meeting at Lin’s home.  Our new 
Mid Central Region President, Dick 
Briggs, attended.  The major activity for 
the day was to operate on Lin’s Grafton 
and Greenbrier.  I did not get a count at 
the August meeting but there was still a 
good crowd.  Lin presented a good clinic 
about things learned, both good and bad, 
as he built and started to operate his 
Grafton and Greenbrier.  

Our September meeting was 
outstanding.  We had 35 attendees 
including five or so visitors from 
Division 6 in the Columbus area and two 
from Division 7 in Cincinnati.  We were 
honored to host NMRA President Mike 
Brestel, MCR President Dick Briggs, 
and MCR Vice President and Division 7 
Superintendent Merlyn Jarman.  Mark 
Maynard prepared a wonderful lunch.  If 
you were not there you missed a good 
feed.  The flea market was quite active 
earning the division nearly $100.  Mark 
had his layout open; Mike Brestel had 
the honor of driving the ceremonial gold 
spike.  During our business meeting 
Mike entertained questions from the 
group.  As you might imagine, the recent 
DCC sound legal issues were of great 
interest.  Mike spoke at length about the 
entire case.  We also had as a guest Ryan 
Andersen, the executive producer and 
host of Model Railcast, a weekly podcast 
on model railroading.  Check it out at 
www.modelrailcast.com.  We thank 
Mark Maynard, as well as Mark and 
Mary Ellen Rooney for a wonderful job 
of handling all of the arrangements.

For our October meeting about a 
dozen members made the trip to 
Ronceverte to run on Clint Foster’s 
Chesapeake and Ohio.  We actually spent 
most of the afternoon running trains. 
The layout, even without lots of scenery, 
is utterly fascinating to operate. 
According to the C&O fans, Clint has 
captured all of the operating 
characteristics of the prototype.  I had a 
local freight job that took two hours to 
run.  I had to stay out of the way of 
countless passenger trains and even a 
couple of scheduled freight trains.  I 

managed to get the train back to the yard 
without delaying anything.  Our meeting 
started around 3:30 with the usual 
reports.  We continued to discuss the 
convention car but made no decisions. 

Our next meeting will be November 
1 at the Hansford Center in St. Albans, 
WV at the SACOM show.  I have been 
asked to repeat the clinic from last 
November on the NRMA Achievement 
Program.  The contest will be non 
revenue equipment.

I had the privilege of attending the 
Division 7 meeting the day after our 
September meeting.  You may recall that 
Hurricane Ike was thrashing the 
Houston, TX area as we were meeting 
that day in Portsmouth.  The next day the 
remnants of Ike came north.  The 
Division 7 meeting was in a large 
storage area at Johnny’s Toys in Latonia, 
KY.  Don’t let the name of the store fool 
you.  While this is a huge toy store, 
Johnny’s has an excellent model train 
department, probably one of the best in 
the greater Cincinnati area.  I was to be 
the clinician with a discussion of 
operations on my layout.  Well, about 10 
minutes into the business meeting, Ike 
blew through knocking out electricity to 
hundreds of thousands of customers in 
Ohio and Kentucky.  It got very dark 
very fast in that back room.  That did not 
stop the meeting as it continued for a 
few minutes by the light of cell phone 
screens.  The management of the store 
then appeared and told us to fold up our 
chairs and follow them out onto the sales 
floor.  They had cleared some space and 
we continued the meeting by natural 
light.  My clinic was supposed to be a 
PowerPoint presentation but without 
electricity to power the projector, I just 
had to stand up there and wing it.  I was 
amazed that about half the folks stayed 
for the clinic and sat there sweating (no 
air conditioning, either…) while I 
babbled on.  They did get the short 
version and I promised to go back next 
year to do it properly.

Bob
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September has become the month 
when we make the trek to the far 

western region of our division.  For the 
past three years, Mark Maynard has 
opened his home and layout for our 
monthly meeting and yearly flea market. 
While attendance has been weak the past 
two years, this year made up for it. 
Approximately 30 NMRA members 
from three Divisions descended on 
Mark’s home.  Included in the 30 
members were NMRA President Mike 
Brestel, Mid-Central Region President 
Dick Briggs, and MCR Vice President 
and Division 7 Superintendent Merlyn 
Jarman.  A late comer to the meeting was 
Ryan Andersen.  Ryan is new to the 
hobby and has started a Pod Cast called 
the Model Rail Cast show with the 
purpose of discussing model railroad 
related topics.

Mark had tents and tables set up 
outside of his barn where the layout is 

located.  Several members brought 
model railroad related items to sell in the 
flea market.  This year there were plenty 
of goodies to tempt the wallet.  Ten 
percent of the sales went to the Division 
and provided us a small income.  

Mark has a very interesting layout in 
the upstairs of his barn.  Several air 
conditioners made the room very 
comfortable as compared to standing 
outside in the heat.  Mark models his 
own private freelance road: The Crusty 
Mountain and Wiloby Springs RR plus 
the Norfolk and Western.  The layout is 
controlled by NCE DCC system with 
wireless throttles.  Mark has a unique 
way of using keys to lock the turnouts on 
the mainline.  Without a key, you are 
unable to throw a turnout to the reverse 
position.  

Lunch was served prior to the 
meeting.  Mark had prepared barbecues 
and baked beans with all the fixings. 

After lunch, Mark asked us all to return 
to the layout for a golden spike 
ceremony.  In Promontory, UT fashion, 
office car specials from the Crusty 
Mountain and Wiloby Springs RR and 
Norfolk and Western RR met and Mike 
Brestel drove the ceremonial spike. 

The general membership meeting 
began at about 2pm with Division 9 
Superintendent Lin Young presiding. 
The focus of the discussion was based 
around our hosting the Mid-Central 
Region Convention in 2010.  New ideas 
and helpful information were gained 
from the experiences of Mike, Dick, and 
Merlyn and their previous conventions. 
The feasibility of producing a car to sell 
at the convention was discussed in detail. 
Mike suggested that we consider 
something more along the lines of a 

Below: NMRA President Mike Brestel, left and Division 9 
Superintendent Lin Young.

photo by Dan Gross

Portsmouth '08: A September to Remember
by Greg McCartney 

photos and captions by Dan Gross
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prototype car than something rooted in 
fiction.  He noted that today’s modelers 
are looking for more refined prototype 
models and not commemorative or 
freelance railroad cars.  On a side note, 
he did like the idea of a Toledo and Ohio 
Central boxcar, just not in Penn Central 
paint.  Mike also gave the group an 
update from the President’s chair 
concerning events at a national level and 
fielded questions from the group.  Ryan 
Andersen of the Model Rail Cast show 
also spoke to the group promoting his 
show.  With the meeting wrapped up, 
Mark Maynard gave two mini clinics on 
his techniques for making rock molds 
and installing switch machines.  Once 
the clinics were over, we made our final 
purchases and gave a big thanks to Mark 
for hosting one of our finest meetings to 
date.  UTH

Above: Visitors check out the industrial switching complex of  Cridderville.

Right: President Mike “helping” host Mark Maynard set up 
for lunch.

Left: President Mike showing Division 9 Assistant 
Superintendent Bob how to load a plate.
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Right: Even though the honesty of  the raffle was in question, 
the flea market was very capably overseen by Mary Ellen.

Left: Judging a merit award entry.

Left: Our leaders doing what they do best:  EAT!
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Left: To help celebrate the official “end of  tracklaying “ on 
his layout, Mark asked President Mike to place the “Golden 
Spike.”

Left: Since this part of  Ohio is somewhat poor, we didn’t 
have a “Key to the City” to present. Therefore, Mark 
presented President Mike with his “Official President’s Switch 
Key.”

Right: Mike and his “Official Key.”
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Above: Mike presents Division 9’s Jerry Doyle his 
Association Volunteer Certificate of  Achievement.

Left: Not everyone is aware of  the level of  allegations of  
somewhat shady raffles perpetrated  by members of  Division 
7. These allegations started in the 1970’s under the 
Atikinson/Schwarm/Gross administration. Here, host Mark 
allows Division 7 member Mike Brestel to pull off  another 
“honest raffle.”

Right: Host Mark Maynard presents his Switch Machine 
Installation and Control Clinic.
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Thomas Subdivision
Russel Miller-Superintendent

russel22@msn.com

The Coal Division is arranging to 
have shirts made with our logo 
on them.  Cost is $9 plus you 
must provide a shirt of your 

choice.  Contact Lin Young for 
details.

Coal Division Logo 
Available For 

Clothing!

Since our last newsletter, we have 
seen a couple of members earn 

certificates.  Jerry Doyle’s Association 
Volunteer certificate was received; it was 
presented to Jerry by NMRA President 
Mike Brestel at our September meeting. 
Gary Burdette’s Chief Dispatcher and 
Dwight Sherman’s Electrical Engineer 
SOQs have been approved although we 
have not yet received the certificates.  

Word has it that Gary is almost done 
with his scratch built doodle bug.  If 
scored at 87.5 points or higher, Gary will 
have met all the requirements for Master 
Builder – Motive Power, one of the more 
challenging certificates.  Gary is working 
hard on his layout.  He is keeping in 
mind the Scenery, Electrical Engineer, 
Civil Engineer, and Prototype Modeler 
requirements as he designs and builds. 
Those four, along with Motive Power, 
Chief Dispatcher, Author, and Structures 
would put him at Master Model 
Railroader status with room to spare.  I 

have a hunch that Gary will zoom past 
Lin and be our division’s next MMR. 

Anthony Parrish has all he needs for 
Chief Dispatcher including the witness 
signatures.  All he needs to do is submit 
the SOQ.  Anthony is also working on a 
piece of scratch built motive power. 
Upon successful completion and judging 
that would put him over the top for 
Master Builder – Motive Power.  Dwight 
is also sneaking up on Chief Dispatcher, 
we have to get him a few more hours in 
the dispatcher’s seat.  

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, 
I am putting examples of successful 
SOQs on the division web site.  Click the 
Achievement button on the home page 
then scroll down.  At the moment I have 
my write-ups for Cars and Dwight’s 
SOQ for Electrical.  Jim Rollwage, the 
fellow from Wilmington, OH who 
presented a clinic to us in October, 2007, 
has submitted his Chief Dispatcher SOQ. 
He has given me a copy to post on the 
web site, I’ll do that as soon as I get 
word that it has been approved.  By 
posting these documents, you will be 
able to see examples of SOQs that have 
been accepted.  I hope you will see that 
the documentation is not excessive. 
Remember, we can’t do the modeling for 
you but we can help you prepare the 
documentation if that is not your 
strength.  UTH

Clinicians
Needed!

Division 9 needs clinicians for 
the 2010 Mid Central Regional 
Convention.  If you have a clinic 

or an idea for a clinic you 
would like to present at the 

convention, please contact Clinic 
Chairman Gary Burdette.

Achievement Program Report
by Bob Weinheimer
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It could be said that if there were a 
locomotive that represented Chessie 

System, it would be the GP40-2 because 
they owned 348 of the 817 units 
produced for US Railroads.  They could 
be found operating in just about any type 
of service from hot shot piggy back 
trains to slow coal drags to even 
Presidential specials.  So, to adequately 
model Chessie System, one should roster 
at least a few.  

Today, HO scale modelers are 
blessed with two models of the GP40-2. 
Athearn has sold a model of the GP40-2 
for several years starting with their blue 
box kits.  In the last few years they have 
also offered locomotive in their Ready-
To-Roll series.  This past summer, Atlas 
made headlines announcing they would 
release a model of the GP40-2.  Both 
models are of the same early phase of 

GP40-2, though it is speculated that with 
the modular design of the Atlas shell, we 
will see additional later phases in the 
future.

The purpose of this multi-part article 
is to describe how to bring the Athearn 
model up to snuff.  One may wonder 
why you would want to bother with the 
Athearn model now that a state of the art 
version of the GP40-2 is available from 
Atlas.  Simple: The Athearn GP40-2 can 
be purchased fairly cheap now. 
Watching EBay sales, most sell for 
around thirty dollars or so.  If you were 
like me, I eventually bought or was 
given all six units that Athearn offered. 
Rather than selling these units and taking 
a big loss, I plan on upgrading them and 
running them with the new Atlas models. 
Plus, as I mentioned in the opening 
paragraph of this article, Chessie was the 

predominate purchaser of this 
locomotive so you really need all you 
can get.

Let’s begin by looking over the 
model.  For this article, we will be 
working with the B&O and C&O 
versions.  You will note that they lack 
any detail.  The Western Maryland 
version was shipped in a later run and 
included some details, but we will save 
discussion of that model for another 
article.  

Overall, the Athearn model is not 
bad.  I am unaware of any gross 
dimensional inaccuracies.  Of course, it 
lacks the see-through fans that we have 
come to expect from model makers and 
has open slots in the pilot for shell 
removal.  I mentioned before, the model 
represents a phase 1 GP40-2.  This 
model started out as a blue box kit like 

Detailing Athearn's RTR Chessie GP40-2: Part I
article and photos by Greg McCartney
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most of Athearn’s original locomotives. 
The Ready-to-Roll version includes 
nickel silver wheels and plastic 
handrails.  The drive has also been 
upgraded to dog bone style drive shafts. 
These models are not DCC ready.  I can 
only speculate that the reason Athearn 
did not make them DCC ready like many 
of the ex-Rail Power shell based 
locomotives was the lack of vertical 
clearance over the motor.  The GP40-2 
shell has a weight that sits under the 
dynamic brake hatch preventing a 
decoder from sitting on top of the motor.  

In respects to the Chessie versions, 
Athearn did a fairly decent job on 
painting and lettering.  All the colors 
look to be appropriate and match the 
prototype.  The paint has a very thin 
smooth finish that does not obscure 
small detail castings.  This is definitely a 
step up from the “orange peel dips” the 
old blue box versions had.  The cab 
windows have arm rests that are not 
appropriate for Chessie locomotives. 
Unfortunately, this is a detail that is 
difficult to remove.  

My goal in upgrading the Athearn 
model was to give the unit more of a 
Chessie feel by adding the few 
recognizable details that make up a 
Chessie unit.  These details include a 
hood-mounted bell, correct horn, and 
rock pilots.  I also added the usual details 
of a locomotive such as grab irons, lift 
rings, MU hoses, and pilot detail.  I don’t 
often model details below the side sill.  I 
find them to be easily damaged and 

usually leave them off.  Some modelers 
may choose to go the extra step and 
model fuel tank and truck detail.    

In part one of this series, we will deal 
with adding the basic shell details and 
complete the front pilot.  My first step 
was to drill all the pilot holes for the 
grab irons and lift rings using a number 
80-drill bit.  This is pretty straight-
forward as all the holes are marked for 
you.  Care is needed in starting the hole 
so the drill bit does not wander and 
destroy the nut, bolt, and washer casting. 
Sometimes, a sharp pointed object such 
Left: The completed mounting pad made of  1mm thick 
Evergreen styrene cut to 1/4 inch squares.  The back of  the 
Kadee number 5 box must be removed to clear the frame.
Middle: Modifications to the frame include removing the old 
coupler mounting pad and the old light bar attachment.
Bottom: Cast on pilot details have been removed and the 
new rock pilot applied.
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as a sewing needle may be needed to 
create a starter hole.  Don’t forget the 
grab iron on the front of the cab sub base 
on the engineer’s side.  With the drilling 
out of the way, you can install the grabs 
at this time or hold off until the end.

Now we can turn our attention to the 
front pilot.  The cast-on air hose boxes 
needs to be removed along with the other 
cast-on details such as the coupler cut 
lever brackets and air hose brackets. 
Mark the locations where these items 
belong by using a sewing needle in a pin 
vise to make small indentions into the 
plastic.  Once all the items are marked, 
sand the areas smooth.  

Since we will be attaching the rock 
pilot to the locomotive permanently, a 
new mounting pad needs to be 
constructed for the couplers.  This will 
make it easy to remove the shell if access 
to the motor or drive is needed.  Start by 
building up the pad with quarter inch 
squares of 1mm thick Evergreen styrene, 
gluing them in place with liquid solvent 
cement.  You want to bring the pad up to 
the height of the pilot opening.  Once 
this has dried, use a Kadee number five 
box and mark the location of the center 
hole then drill the pad with a number 50-
drill bit.   Drill deep enough that you will 
be able to tap the hole with a 2-56 tap 
and have clearance for the screw that 
will hold the coupler box on.  

Once you have installed the new 
coupler pad, you will notice that the 
shell will no longer fit the frame without 
removing the old coupler pad.  Saw the 
old pad off flush with the back of the 
frame.  Leave the vertical mounting 
bracket on the frame as it fills the void 
behind the pilot.  Some filing may be 
necessary to get it to clear the new 
coupler mounting pads.  Install the shell 
and check the coupler height at this time. 

Pilot details include coupler cut 
levers, cut lever mounting brackets, air 
hoses, and the rock pilot.  Start by 
drilling holes in the indentions we 
created earlier for the cut lever brackets. 
There are four brackets, two on each side 
of the coupler.  Detail Associates makes 
these brackets in brass and plastic.  I 
prefer the brass brackets to the plastic 
versions because they are very small and 
easily broken.  Detail Associates 
eyebolts can also be used in place of the 
brackets.  Once the holes are drilled, the 

cut bar brackets can be added to the cut 
bar then installed on the shell.  

The rock pilot is the hallmark of the 
front pilot detail on a Chessie GP40-2. 
At this time, modelers have three choices 
for this detail part.  Most known is the 
Details West white metal casting.  The 
casting looks good but is probably a bit 
oversized.  Also, it needs shimmed at the 
bottom to sit correctly on the model. 
Reynolds also has a rock pilot casting, 
but I have never worked with it and not 
able to comment on its appearance. 
Rock pilots are now available in limited 
quantities from Atlas since the release of 
their GP40-2.  These plows are much 
smaller than the Details West casting, but 
lack the bolt detail along the top.  Still, 
these new pilots will be my choice when 
upgrading any locomotive needing rock 
pilots in the future.  At the time I started 
this project, the Atlas part was not 
available so we will be discussing the 
Details West part and its installation.

To begin the installation, we need to 
clean up the Details West casting. 
Remove any flash lines with a hobby 
knife and file smooth.  I also remove the 
two mounting lugs on the back, as I have 
never found them to be helpful with 
installing the part.  File the back of the 
plow down until the rivet strips along the 
top are paper-thin.  We want to try to 

make the plow as thin as possible.  Next, 
secure a piece of 0.5 mm thick strip 
styrene to the bottom of the plow with 
super glue.  This shim will push the 
bottom of the plow out and correct the 
droop of the front of the plow.  The plow 
can now be glued to the shell with super 
glue.  Make sure not to cover the holes 
for the handrails.

To finish decorating the pilot, I used 
a train line air hose and MU hoses from 
Atlas.  The nice thing about the Atlas 
parts is that they are formed to lie over 
the rock pilot.  Mask and spray the pilot 
blue to match the factory paint of the 
model.  I used Modelflex B&O blue as it 
was a fairly close match to Athearn’s 
blue.

In part two, we will discuss the rear 
pilot and additional body detail.  Work 
on the rear pilot will be very similar to 
the front pilot so feel free to start 
working on it.  UTH
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Buy A Pike Ad 
Today!

Help Support Division 9 by purchasing a 
Pike Ad today.  Cost is $10 per year. 

 Benefits from a Pike Ad include 
recognition of your Railroad by the 

modeling community.  For details, contact 
Greg McCartney, Div. Editor at 

editor@coaldivision.org

Mark Maynard - President
Portsmouth OH

Web site traffic seems to have 
dropped off in recent months.  We 

did have a huge surge following the 
publication of the newsletter with the 
V&O story so we may just be returning 
to normal levels.  

As noted in the Achievement 
Program report, we are adding more 
Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) to 
the web site.  I have also updated the 
way we present overall Achievement 
Program activity.  In the past I created 
the chart as a spreadsheet then passed it 
through a couple of other programs to 
get into a jpg that you saw. 
Unfortunately, it always ended up sort of 
fuzzy.  Recently I changed the 
presentation to a link to a pdf file.  That 
requires an extra click but I believe the 
new chart is much easier on the eyes.

As always, suggestions for 
improvements are always welcome. 
Keep on checking the site for updates. 
UTH

Webmaster Report
by Bob Weinheimer

People add a great deal of interest to 
a scene, particularly when a specific 

type of figure is used.  A Bachmann 
milkman may be easily modified into a 
brakeman or miner carrying a miner's 
lunch pail.

The pail is made by rounding the 
sides of the milk bottles with a file and 
putty.  Cut a small piece of round sprue 
to make a miner's light which is glued to 
the hat.  Paint the lunch bucket and lamp 
silver.  I painted the hat dark gray, pants 
blue, shoes brown, and the shirt red with 
fine blue lines to simulate checks.  Omit 
the lamp for the brakeman or other 
railroad worker.

A couple of these guys posed with 
other walking figures could represent 

"shift change" at the mine.

Brakeman/Miner
Figures:
Bachmann HO and O scale 65-1955
     N scale 52-7002, set#2
Life-Like O scale 1141
     HO 1130
UTH

Miner from a Milk Man
by Gary Burdette
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On Christmas morning, like other 
little five year old boys, I was 

delighted to find a Lionel O gage steam 
locomotive with two freight cars and a 
caboose racing around our Christmas 
tree.  At age 64, I can now say that this 
was one of the most wonderful presents 
that I have ever received.

There was not a lot of discretionary 
money around in those days, but each 
year one or two items would be added to 
my layout.  A 4' x 8' piece of plywood in 
the basement gave permanence.  Dry 
leaves coupled with pine boughs and 
imagination provided hours of pleasure.

My Aunt Rose's house was situated 
on the four track Pennsylvania RR main 
line heading west from Philadelphia.  At 
times, freight trains heading into 
Philadelphia would be halted just about 
40 yards from her back lawn.  During the 
hot summer afternoons Aunt Rose, as 
well as other ladies and the children of 
the neighborhood, would take out ice 
cold lemonade and cookies to the train 
crews.  We children got wonderful tours 
of those steam locomotives and an 
explanation of each trainman's duties 
coupled with interesting railroad stories. 
Those train crews were our heroes.

Tom Allison was my neighbor and 
best friend.  He and his father invited me 
to help them build a 4' x 8' HO gage 
layout in their basement.  Model 
railroading was now even more fun.  To 
this boy, HO was both highly detailed 
and affordable.  Soon a small HO layout 
replaced my O gage layout.  Now both 
my O and HO layouts were never more 
than an oval with a few sidings.  So 
imagination continued to provide a lot of 
entertainment.

As a young teenager, girls and 
football soon occupied most of my free 
time.  However, interest in railroading, 
both prototype and model, was always 
there.  There were late afternoons when 
Tom and I would watch trains from a 
small track-side hill just about three 
blocks from home.  Each school day I 
was given 10 cents to buy milk to go 
along with the lunch bag that I packed.  I 
would save those dimes and purchase 

model railroad magazines.  To this day, I 
still enjoy real and model railroad 
magazines.

I spent almost 27 years in the 
military and 11 years in a follow up 
position overseas.  I was privileged to 
see many interesting and unusual 
railroad sites from a train yard with 
steam locomotives outside of Da Nang, 
South Vietnam to construction of a 
modem railroad across the Sinai Desert 
in Egypt.

One of my greatest pleasures in life 
is spending time with my daughter, 
Danielle.  When she was in grade school, 
we built a model sailboat along with 
other miniatures.  Danni is a more 
talented modeler than I.  In those days, 
the owner of a craft shop said she would 
sell anything that Danni produced. 
Danni has gone on to obtain a degree in 
Art History and works in a gallery in 
Philadelphia.  One of her hobbies is 
building dioramas for fun but she has 
sold her work.

My gypsy lifestyle precluded my 
building a layout of my own.  However, 
I was especially impressed with the 
friendliness of model railroaders all over 
our great country.  Many, like the HO 
modelers that operate in Balboa Park in 
San Diego, have programs especially 
geared to the military personnel that are 
stationed in their area.

During this time frame, I became 
acquainted with the National Model 
Railroad Association (NMRA) and all 
the great things that they have 
accomplished.  In the early 1970s 
lifetime membership in the NMRA was a 
great opportunity and I took advantage 
of it.  I also discovered N gauge and 
knew that this was the ideal scale for me. 
A lot of my free time overseas was spent 
building freight car kits and kit bashing 
buildings that I had picked up at model 
railroad shows.

I chose to retire in Huntington, West 
Virginia and this proved to be one of the 
best decisions that I have ever made.  I 
went on line to the NMRA who told me 
that Division 9 was the nearest Division 
but it was inactive.  Soon after, I 
received an invitation, with a map, to 
attend a Division 9 meeting at Chuck 
Willey's West Virginia Hobbies and 
Craft.  This was a wonderful thing in that 
I have met so many great people.

My model railroad space is a spare 
bedroom that is 9' x 10'.  In the years 
before I retired, I designed three ideal 
model railroad plans:  one each for a 
small, a medium and a large space.  Like 
the story of the three bears, none of these 
plans seemed quite right.  While 
brainstorming with Bob Weinheimer and 
Jerry Doyle, we hit upon a bi-level 
joined by a tight spiral helix.  The helix 
is built.  It is perfect and installed in the 
train room's closet.

Backdrop then bench work are the 
next steps.  Currently, Bob Weinheimer 
is checking to insure that the plans for 
both levels are doable.  Level 2 has 
passed and I am hoping that level 1 will 
also get a clean bill of health.

I am not an operator but I like 
watching other people operate.  I 
especially enjoy detailing, but only the 
future knows how well I can do this. 
Even if I am not that good, the most 
important thing is that I really enjoy 
doing it.

I am the President of the Three 
Arrows Railroad (TAR).  It is a point to 
point layout encompassing two levels 
with two freight yards.  It is steam 
powered with short trains set in the 
1920's and modeled after the Maryland 
and Pennsylvania Railroad (Ma and Pa). 
We deal in coal, dairy products, and 
apples. 

This is a small slice of my life 
regarding prototype and model 
railroading.  I look forward to reading 
about all my fellow Division 9 Members. 
UTH

Meet Tony Puccini:
Membership Bio

by Tony Puccini



Putnam Village Shopping Center
P.O. Box 252

Teays Valley, WV 25569
Phone: (304)757-5474

Fax: (304) 757-6475
NHOBBIES@aol.com

WV HOBBIES & CRAFTS

Chuck and Sherri Willey
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President
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We are looking for articles for our newsletter.  If you have a model railroad or 

modeling project you would like featured in our newsletter, please contact 

Greg McCartney at editor@coaldivision.org. 

 

Please help keep our newsletter costs down and elect to receive your 

newsletter electronically.  Benefits include all pictures in color.  Please see 

our web site at www.coaldivision.org for details.   

NMRA Mid-Central
Region, Division 9

Greg McCartney, Editor
19 Barbara Circle
Scott Depot, WV  25560
304-757-4702
editor@coaldivision.org

We’re on the Web at 

www.coaldivision.org




