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FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER
Dan Mulhearn, Superintendent

I't seems not all that | ong ago Jthat we
him say he never met a train he idndot |
us. Prototype, model s, itods aII]the san
so much enjoyment to be gained fgom our

building models, if your forte is operating in a prototypical manner, or youjjust

enjoy collecting. Yes, trains are our focus, but to me there is much more
that. It is the people in this hobby. When | lived on Long Island | was no
NMRA member, but over the years many friends were made through the
Since joining the NMRA in 2005 that field of friends has vastly expanded

than

an
hobby.
Jnot just

in our Division, but in the Region and Nationally. | am fortunate to be a r¢gular

operator on three HO railroads which are operated in a prototype mannef. Of
course there is Bob Weinheimerodds ||Pennsyl
ent positions. Then there is To Harris

down CJ tower, shepherding the through trains and the locals over the rajlroad by
setting and dropping the signalsjfand tur
Sandy Creek and Southern where | have seniority to stand for the east efd yard
job at Bedford, VA. That keeps one busy for the entire session. Pickupsjare pre-
pared for through trains as well as making up local turns. Meanwhile the west end
switches drops from through trains and sorts out arriving local freights.
At all of these layouts, and others | have been privileged to operate on, it is
the people we get to know. They are interesting, knowledgeable, and a jpy to be
around. It must be said that belonging to the NMRA has been a beneficigl experi-
ence and a personal joy. To bring it closer to home, take our Division. The level
of enthusiasm of the members, the hard work of the committee chairs, thg¢ news-
letter editor, and the support of the general membership makes it a greatjexperi-
ence to be associated with the Division. There is always something to legrn. The
level of support for the-Trak group is a boon to the group. | said at the Diyi-
sion event at Portsmouth that due to health and personal issues | had, infghe
words of the bluegrass song, enough steam to blow the whistle but not ejough to
pull the train. The solution to that malaise is found in the overall enjoymgnt and
participation of our members. Model Railroading is, indeed, fun.
I mentioned Portsmouth and we must all thank Mark Maynard for his jand

his cohortsd hospitality. I't logqks I1ike
the former tree house. The scenery continues to grow, the electronics ar} out-
standing. Overall itds a great odel ra

Thanks also to the members of Division 6 who braved the weather and jgjned us
for the day.




FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL
Bob Osburn, Assistant Superintendent

At the August meeting the Division approved the be a station, again printed on card stock along with &

creation of a committee to oversee our interest in the Sfuare foot of styrofoam. At last count, eight members
Albans Depot and to lend a hand when help was neetiad.signedp for packets. A few more packets remain if
Jerry Doyle agreed to chair the committee and severalou would like to participate. The finished projects will be

members agreed to serve thesubjechfer ouc Denembet dinéice . The |groupds

first action was taken on Septembe&mtien we met at As summer turns into fall | find myself in an unugual
the depot and started a rigorous elgaand repair cam- positiofi some time for modeling. | recently completely

paign. After a full day of work, our efforts really paid oftired from my position, got my mother settled in a

In addition to making the main waiting area presentalileement village, readied her house for sale, and finighed

for meetings, some needed repairs and restoration pr@§étsf my attic/railroad room remodel. Yes, | have

were completed. While we were there, several repre$entarore projects to complete around the house, bu they
tives from the city stopped by which led to the hangingrefnot pressing. Now | can get up in the mornings and

the large sign on the front of the building. Other con-not have to go to woikinstead retreat to the basement

cerns were also conveyed such as the need for a haratidapork on modeling projects. What a great feeling!
ramp, furnace issues, plumbing issues, and installation ofl have begun to really enjoy myrak projects. |

outdoor lighting. City workers have these projects onfind working on a small module that is not overwhelming

their list when time permits. The next scheduled actiygtyes me a sense of something that | can aditiatyn

for committee is a cleap project October 12 If you a reasonable time frame. It also gives me a chancefto ven-

would like to join us and give a hand, | know Jerryantdthe e i nt o areas that dopot
other committee members would appreciate your effart@ i | r oad; a McDonal dds pr
Larry Richards wants to let everyone know thatttei on no w. I f yToak grdup comsid-p t

2018 Square Foot Challenge packets will start to be digsation, you may be missing a very relaxing and enjgyable

tributed at the October meeting. This year the themepaiitime.

UPCOMING CLINICS
Bob Osburn, Clinic Manager

There was not a clinic or formal MADD session aflortoise machine is probably the most popular, many of

fidt
Wa |l me
gi ver

the September meeti ng a tusiagthesedeviges shoultl earm sorbeunterestimyieehmb e r

the MADD session is a time for us to discuss, displaynagles and tips from the presenters.
guestions, and solve modeling problems anytime we meethe Company Store will be open for the Octobe

A clinic on installing Tortoise switch machines is meeting. If you have something to sell, please bring pnd
being organized for October. This will be a group of radd to the collection. Stickers will be available to mark

-clinics presented by Mark Maynard and Tom Harris, your item with name and asking rid®% of a sale wil
showing different techniques and methods. Since theyo into the division coffers.

MONTHLY MODEL CONTEST
2018 SCHEDULE

January Model er 8ds Choi c e August Freight Cars

February Steam Locomotives September Photo, Model or Prototype

March Locomotives Other Than Steam October Open Loads (flats, gondolas, hoppefs)
April Cabooses November Passenger Cars

May Anything Steel Related December Second Annual Gary Burdette Memgri-
June Non Revenue Except Cabooses al Challenge. Details and kick off in

July Structures October




Coal Division
Monthly Railfun Event
Installing Tortoises

Saturday October 13, 2017

1:00- Depot open
Set up and view MADD displays
View contest entries, contest is Open
Loads.
Buy raffle tickets, etc.
Socialize

200-Superi ntendent O0s

2:30- Mini clinics on the installation of Tortoi
switch machines

3:30- Raffle, Contest Results
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

The goal of the newsletter team isto have thisdosura t i me we candt print
ment reach you by email or snail mail at least one weeg to date information possible. Here are the deadlin
prior to our meetings. We typically start the layout wdHe next few issues
the Monday 12 days before the meeting. This allows a day
of review by the officers and a proofreader before the
electronic version is issued, usually on Wednesday. The
paper version is mailed Thursday or Friday. For this to
happen reliably, we need all items for publication by that
Monday 12 days prior to the

October 29
November 26
December 31
January 28
ng. | f

November
December
January
February
meet i
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CONTEST
Photos by the Modelers
In the September contest, we had three members The October contest is Open Loads for cars such as

who participated and we had lots of ties. Winners ardlat cars, gondolas, and hoppers.

noted in the captions.
re was a tie for firlst pl
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Third place was a tie
Tom Harris with his p
NCDOT 1755 as seen on
Lakeside Lines |l ayout
Mul h&arAmt rak photogr g
described in the othe
I&h epahront 0 at right
es digital phot ography He
epared to scan it but ran
echnical i ssues. It really
better that this would sug-
E9A 426 is on the east -
Lake Shore Limited at
s, NY in the 1970s At this
the train was still terminat -
Grand Central Station so it
have changed to an el ec-
ocomotive at Har mon, NY
ex Union Pacific 948 and
tired in July 1981.
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