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FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER

I d6m filling in for Gary agai
when | talked to him recently and is gaining strength every day.

This month |1 dm thinking abou
railroading. Some names are definitely local but others became as
known as any proper name. Take for example locomotives; they c:
cumber some names and designat.i
them.

EMD6s answer to a truly wusef
branchline work was designated GP7 for General Purpose (The nu
was the designation for the contemporary EMD products along wit
F7, SW7, and E7). In short order they became knd@aead he term
was already part of our lexicon due to the popularity of the ubiquitd
itary vehicle from WWI1 but note thiswas spelled Jeep instead of Geep.
The nickname stuck as the line of locomotives became a staple of
EMD product line. The GP7 was replaced by the GP9, then the GH
so on culminating in the GP60 series in the early 1990s. Alas the (

n

t

u

u

this

ni ck

well
hn have

ons tF

|l | oc

mber 7
N the

s mil-

the
18 and
beep is

no longer part of the EMD line (EMD itself became Progress Rail in 2016)

but there are still thousands
Geeps will probably be running in service as long as there are stegl
and flanged wheels.

Another common nickname in the history of postwar railroading

of Ge ¢

rails

was a

locomotive line built by General Electric. GE had been in the loconmotive

business building small industrial units and as a partner to Alco. In
they struck out on their own in the large locomotive market. The fir
in their domestic line were namedUWherersal Sergenoting they were
versatile designs. The first models were the U25B and U25C with U
universal, 25 for 2,500 horsepower and B or C signifying either &xir
-axle configurations. Almost immediately they acquired the ni¢knar
Boatbecause it just sounded good. Over the next 18 years thousalf
Boats were produced, some with up to 3,600 horsepower, at their
Pennsylvania plant. The U series was succeeded by a new produg
1977 but these new units were often called U Boats as well. Alas,
El ectricds older units donot
relatively few units running today that rate the moniker U Boat. Oth
sel | ocomotives have earned ni
sal as these two in the world of railroading.
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FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL
Dan Mulhearn, Assistant Superintendent

It is good to hear that Gary is able to be home whijenerally stay on to help with braking on the east slg

pe

having his chemo treatments in preparation for surgedown to Altoona. Westbounds out of Altoona also have

Letds all keep him in o upusherstandwi éithes drop thel pugher at Cressan g
This warm weather recently has me thinking of sgtisggatcher will tell him to take the pusher to Pittsburg
and trains. Lately | have been listening in to the radioAththe pushers are manned, no DPUs here, at least
fic on Norfolk Southern in the Cresson, PA area. ltisWi t h t hi ngs the way the
very interesting and busy stretch of the former Pennsghiag soon but it is pleasant to eavesdrop on their ra
nia RR main line. The app also picks up the CSX forgteatter and dream.
B&O Sandpatch Grade which is not nearly as busy. NS Athearn has some good news for N&W fans. Th
runs more than 70 trains a day through Cressonandthe e going t o produce an

r the
h.
yet.

y
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radio chatter is non stop. | suspect the antenna is locsgeds passenger GP9s. They are going to do two rgad

on or near the Station Inn which is a railfan oriented badnbers in Pevler blue and two in red. The internet
and breakfast. It is an old hotel, very basic, nothing fameyts on the correct color for N&W red have already
What | have in mind is to get away for a day or two afmbgun.

argu-

just sit on the front porch, enjoy the breeze, listen to the | really enjoyed our last get together and especially

scanner and watch the show. Eastbound trains havethank Tom Harris for his excellent tree making clinic
pusher for the west slope out of Pittsburgh. The pushars looking forward to our next event at the depot.

CLINICS
Bob Osburn, Clinic Chair

Tom Harris presented a very informative clinic at dacoder in an Athearn Blue Box Locomotive. Many

February Meeting. Tom not only explained the processmbers have shown interest for a clinic of this typg and

for using Super Tree materials to produce very realisicn owi ng Bobds presentat
trees but also gave members a handgpportunity to  one!

on

practice their tree making ability. Photos of his Lakeside The April Clinic, presented by Dennis McGeeney is

Lines Railroad showing his use and proper placemenfaf t | ed oMy Experiences

B e i

scenic elements were so realistic you could easily migigkeiis gave a similar clinic months ago which was Jery

them as the real thing. Thanks, Tom, for a wonderful
Clinic.

mer. Bob will explain and demonstrate how to install @ru during his presentation.

informative and entertaining. His enthusiasm, knowl¢dge,

The March Clinic will be presented by Bob Weinh@fld Pride in being a Locomotive Engineer really conjes

' § ALLABOARD

@ Wl The Annual West Virginia
SLunbit

L]
Model Train Show
Model Trains,
resaaliinin March 10, 11, and 12, 2017
Collectibles,
American Flyer Dunbar ’ wv
trains with onsite Presented by The Kanawha United Model
. ) repairanda Railroaders Assoc., nmra club
Mid-Central NMRA SHOW HOURS hands on Geo Trax o
. . for child f all
Reglon Convention Friday 5pm - 8pm :g':srl reneh Featurinnghany Oper;ting Mo:el R:il:oad
Saturdayoam-Spm | Geodbaed-free O ohers,
- = Parking 3
MOY ] 8 21 ’ 20] 7 Sund‘ay.llam. 4pm Aportion of the At: The Dunbar Parks and Recreation Community
Louisvi"e KenfUC ky Admission prices: proceedsgo tothe  Center 2601 Fairlawn Avenue Dunbar, WV
Y Adult $5.00 KUMRA Children's  Take 1-64 Exit #53 and follow the signs along
Children:3—12 yrs $1.00 | Charities Route 25
For Information:

Phone: 1(304) 543-2323
uz% A Dealers or Exhibitor Info.
% nmra coal division E-mail:

\
model railroadiag in the digital age N kumodelrailroaders@gmail.com
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Coal Division
Monthly Railfun Event
oD/esel

Saturday March 11, 2017

12:30 Depot Open

1:00 Standard Social Timed Mixing/
Viewing,

1:.00 Contest entries: Diesel Locomotives
200 Superintendento0s
3:00 Contest Results

Raffle

3:15 Clinic: Installing a DCC decoder In
Athearn blue box locomotives

Br i

LIBRARY CORNER
Bill Wadsworth

Recently there has been some more interest in oaontributions will enhance the library and make it us
Div. 9 DVD library, which is really great as thereissome a |l | . I will strive
great modeling information that the members can takeneetings (St. Albans depot), but returns or donatior
advantage of. I'm still looking for any DVDs that the welcome anytime.
members would like to donate/lend to the library. Any
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CONTEST
Larry Richards
Photos by Bob Weinheimer

The February contest was OAnything Coal 6 and |Ja numbe
Osburnés animated truck dump. The photo is not|] very g
does not show the animation. There was a tie for second and hence no third place winner. The tipple is the work of
Herb Parsons while the C&O hopper car was done by Tom Harris.

You may have noted some paperwork that was cropped away from the models. This was the introdugtion of writ-
ten documentation in lieu of a verbal presentation by the modeler. This method offers a more detailed explanation of
the model erds efforts and allows voting all durling the
doesndt have to be very formal, an outline is sjlufficie
did. This worked well in February as it allowed the voters to see that these models were far more deserving of their
vote than the hopper car submitted by the editor that
ment, not Larryds).

The March contest will be Diesel | ocomotives Jand Apr
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4 Mo Malels b e Faoar

A ( L"f‘an‘#‘{'.,l’asuﬁﬂ
Bobds animated trucn uumfeesd o= AR e
Her bds coal tipple

-

C&O0 90617 3 bay-Peaked End Hopper

Totm C&O hopper car

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

The goal of the newsletter team isto have thisddde nday 12 days prior to]|]the mee
ment reach you by email or snail mail at leastoneweekn t i me we candt print t . Pl e
prior to our meetings. We typically start the layout wani to date information possible. Here are the deadlines for
the Monday 12 days before the meeting. This allowsthelagxt few issues

of review by the officers and a proofreader before the April March 27
electronic version is issued, usually on Wednesday. The May April 21
paper version is mailed Thursday or Friday. For this to June May 29

happen reliably, we need all items for publication by that




NMRA MCR DIVISION 9

THE COAL DIVISION
St Albans Depot
St Albans, WV
February 11, 2017
Minutes

Meeting called to order by Dan Mulhearn at 2:00 p.mRaffle

Members introduced themselves. Tom changed things up with a packet of detail p
with the purchase of six tickets.

Division Clerk Report

Treasury balance is currently $9,119.17 Library Report
December minutes were approved. Nothing new to report.
Pike Ads $0.
Raffle Revenue $0. Old Business
None.

Superintendent Report
Gary Burdette was recuperating at home today. New Business
Sam Delauter mentioned the Coal Division Faceg
Assistant Superintendent Report page. He volunteered to be the Social Media A
Dan Mulhearn hoped everyone enjoyed his accountssador.
of the Long Island Railroad in the last newsletter. He
remarked o0it was a verAnnodncedménessr ent ki nd of r ai

from around here. 6 Bob mentioned there will be several train shows
the coming months. The Kanawha Valley Railrd
Achievement Program ers February 119. Dunbar Show March-1Q.
Nothing new to report. There was discussion about the water situation i
depot. Bob and Dale Osburn volunteered to take
Newsletter Chair look at the situation.

Bob Weinheimer said there were issues getting the
last newsletter uploaded this month that should sBature Meetings

be rectified. March 116 St Albans Depot
April 89 St Albans Depot
Clinic Chair May 60 Steel is King Parkersburg, WV
Next montho&és clinic wildl be on installing DCC
ers in a Blue Box Athearn locomotive. Contestd Anything Coal

Dennis McGeeney will be doing a cliniconbeinga Mar ¢ hd s-Diesels t e st
locomotive engineer for April.

Contest Chair Meeting adjourned 2:12 p.m.
Larry Richards said next monthds contest woul
low what was done last year. Respectfully submitted,

Membership Chair Jerry Doyle, Division 9 Clerk

No report.

I
in

a

d

Arts

book
hbas-

roadin

ad-

n the

decod -

fol -



The Chicopee Road at One Year
Patrick Miller

| started building my Chicopee Road layout in December 2015, after a moving back to my hometown.|Now, one

year later, it is amazing to reflect on just how much has been accomplished.

This is my eighth | ayout since 1992. For the |[sa

past 24 years. First, I 61 1 summari ze why | chos
an Mountains. Then, I 61 1 review how the |l ayout
| blame my father

k e
e to
|l ooks

| got into the hobby in 1990 when | received a wind up plastic toy train from my paternal grandparents|for Christ-
mas . I't wasndt until 1992, when mylLiflae hetraim ¢$elfaden stch
greenpainted plywoodndlumber layout a 7 year old ever saw. It was designed to slide under the bed for sforage, but

I don6ét think that [ ayout | eft the basement den

for

had to buy another Lieke or Bachmann freight car for my layout. My father took me to a train show in Mofgan-

town in 1993 or 1994 and bought me an Athearn ConrallSB40hat show and t hat e

ngine

early on towards prototype railroads. Every year or so, my dad and | would rebuild that layout. One year, yve added a

1 6 plywood top and extended it to a 508x906. The

This occurred every year or two all the way to high school, each year a little more complex and a little mofe advanced

in scenery and design.
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There was no model railroad club in my area at the time, but there was a relative of a family friend whp had a large
HO Scale layout in his basement. Ed Lowe was a retired handyman, who was most generous in letting this kid come

over and mess with his trains. His |l ayout was t
way, we lost contact by the time | was in middle school. | later found out he passed away in 2007, | regret
contact with him. I also count Ed as a big influence in my modeling experience.

he fii
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It was the |l ast |l ayout | built before | went Joff to
years of simply running trains on circles of track on painted plywood. Tlaiscddayout featured scenery, a cpal
mine and name; the Chicago, Pittsburgh & Eastern. Neither the small layout nor the name were well planped, but it

was the first, nonetheless.

By the time | graduated from Fairmont State University in 2007, | had joined the Mon Valley Railroad Club in
Morgantown, WV and learned a great deal about prototype operations. Through the MVRRC, | was also iptroduced to
prototype modeling and transition period freight car modeling in particular. | moved to Wheeling, WV in 2Q08 and

spent two years with the Ohio River Northern Railway

. my nomadic work schedule takes me to the Northern
= handle of WV.
After being laid off from my employment in Wheeling,
worked for two years on the South Branch Valley Rai
in the Eastern Panhandle of WV as a Track Inspecto
§ fill-in conductor. This fulfilled a kfeng dream, but also

"] Modelers (ORNRYy) group visiting and operating on dpzens
* of layouts. | still associate with this group and attend fvhen

Pan-

|
road
and

4 slapped me pretty hard with reality. | attempted to qualify

me from being able to pass all of the fRehdated

as an engineer, but my hearing impairment disability kept

CP&E GPSO #3207 has since been rebuilt apereenings. After two years of being underemployed py the

repainted as Chicopee Road #3207 stateoperated short line, | transferred out to another &

cy. A wise man once said:

careerdé. In my case, that was absolutely true.
this wonderful hobby is a chronic disease, and it slowly crept back in.

Layout Planning

Prior to moving back to Buckhannon, WV in 201
deep closet in our old house. This layout really set the ground work for the current project. This allowed
ment with hand laid track, dead winter scenery, DCC and painting backdrops. The limited space was frus{
educational for what was to come.
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In November 2015, my wife Heather, my so
Landon and | moved back to my home town of
Buckhannon. For the first time, we now lived in
home withspac&pace for living, space for our ch
dr en, s padagoeBefbre wedeven moved
single box into the house, | had already measurj :
finished attic and was drawing up rough plans b 7. T i ‘

dozens. i } f ‘uu",/wmxl!!_wq Y
I nspired by Al Il en Mo !

and Tony Koesterds Al [ ]

wanted to keep freelancing but within prototypici# : T =

norms. | started out with the major cities | wantejiiSuses il \LL 4 RASE h

the railroad to theoretically pass through, beyon : |
layout. From there, | scoured Google maps for rie ¢ ¥ e
towns along the route and listed them, state by gl e e

| knew | would model the West Virginia portion of
the route on the layout, but where?

Untapped Potential

After studying some old railroad maps, | noticed there was a strikingly bare portion of West Virginia wi
road having ever been completed. Hours of reading old new paper articles online and researching the ecq
and Calhoun Counties, one gets the sense that there always should have been a significant railroad pres
aftertheturnofthe2c ent ury, Cal houn County had the worl d
and natural gas reserves in the area. Oil production also peaked at 16 million barrels in 1900 in nearby W
railroad through this area may have significantly altered history in this area of West Virginia. And so, there
layout is based.

Route Overview

Crossing the
Ohio River just south
of Ravenswood, WV
the Chicopee Road
crosses the B&O
Ohio River Subdivi-
sion and then parallels
the old Ravenswood,
Spencer & Glenville
for about 6 miles to
the east. There, the
Chicopee main starts
northeast along Tuck-
ers Creek to Elizabeth
where it runs east
along the Little Kana-
wha River. | was able
to find a few maps of
where the original Little Kanawha River Railroad was supposed to extend to Grantsville, but was never b
am modeling a busy singeck main between Ravenswood and Grantsville, the railroad extends all the way
Chesapeake Bay and also controls another railroad that runs from Petersburg, VA to Asheville, NC.

The 19691970 time period was one of great change in the US railroad industry. Federal regulation wa:
the industry prior to the Staggers Act. Penn Central was a rolling bankruptcy and Amtrak was just one yea
its formation. In theory, the Chicopee Road would been at a disadvantage due to route geography and ha
trek through the Appalachians than via the B&O West End to the north or the C&O New River Sub to the

The chosen time period was also a time of great innovation in the industry. ACI labels on cars, while U

th no rail-
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