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FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER  
By Gary J. Burdette, MMR 

 
They say, òNo good deed goes unpunished.ó  This is the tongue-in-cheek statement 

that indicates someone will complain, something will go wrong, or nobody will notice 
when we do something good.  This is not the case in the following example. 

With the clinics, tours, contests, and other activities of the 2016 NMRA National 
Convention behind, all that was left was the closing banquet, speeches, and special 
awards.  From the podium Charlie Getz, our president, stated, òBy the authority granted 
me by the Board of Directors of the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. I hereby 
present to Robert Weinheimer, MMR the Presidentõs Award in recognition of and appre-
ciation for Outstanding Service with the Discount Programó.  Bob was surprised, flat-
tered, and pleased with the recognition.  I know we are proud of his efforts. 

For quite a while Bob has been laying the groundwork and then the framework for a 
plan in which various prototype and model train businesses and organizations offer a 
percentage off admission or other fees to card-carrying NMRA members.  He has made 
arrangements with several museums and tourist railroads and is working on obtaining 
agreements with many hobby shops around the country.  As more and more groups get 
on board, the list of participants continues to grow.  Once launched, the savings an active 
member may save could easily pay his yearly dues.  Thus, here is another plus for being an 
NMRA member.  Congratulations Bob.  Thanks for your hard work. 

As August is approaching, members of the Coal Division are preparing for our 
monthly event:  Picnic on the Platform.  Last month we indicated some of the food items 
promised, but there is always room for others.  We will have a silent auction instead of 
the raffle, so bring your items and wallets.  Also, donõt forget that the decaling phase of 
òSpray Day at the Stationó will be the clinic for the event.  Bring the box car you painted 
last time or a shiny undecorated car to work on refining your skills.  The contest is freight 
cars.  

Remember, the separate judged contest for October is a scratch-built under frame 
for your box car project that will complement the clinic areas  (Phase I-Painting, Phase II-
Decaling, Phase III-Weathering).  Only the frame will be judged.  This overall theme will 
help you with your modeling skills and give you a taste of judging for contests and the 
Achievement Program.  Challenge yourself and get involved.  
I am working on the òFill-a-Foot-of Foamó with scenery project by collecting foam, 

rocks, sticks, and such for a real hands-on, down-and-dirty clinic.  Plans from the Austral-
ian bunch will be available but weõll focus on an American scene (except Charlie) for 
Phase I.  Phase II of the project will be building a paper kit I am preparing from Gene 
Jonesõ color rendering of a C&O two-room section house.  The kit also includes card 
stock and scale lumber.  We may lay down some dirt and a foundation with rocks, weeds, 
and trees for the scenery phase then add the structure to the board for part two.  The idea 
is to work on some skill-building activities and have something (completed model) to add 
to your railroad.  We may even judge these models for fun.  Get involved and invite your 
friends.  This could be an attendance booster, membership drive, or grow into a commu-
nity outreach. 
Good deeds do get rewarded as we have seen through Bobõs efforts.  Your good 

times may be rewarded as you participate in the picnic, activities, and the hands-on mod-
eling projects in the upcoming Coal Division Events Series.  
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FROM THE OFFICEDOWN THE HALL  
Dan Mulhearn, Assistant Superintendent 

What a week!  Of course I am talking about the Holi-
day week of July 4th and the NMRA National Convention 
at Indianapolis.  To start, we were so impressed with the 
City of Indianapolis itself. I donõt think we have ever seen 
a cleaner city.  The convention itself was just wonderful.  
We met and dined with friends, both old and new.  
Among these was Bruce Knapp, who we met enroute to 
the Sacramento Convention in 2011 and with whom we 
have kept in touch since.  Our new friends include Steve 
and Bernadine Zapytowski who we met at the 2016 MCR 
convention at Columbus.  We had some meals with Bob 
Weinheimer and shared several clinics.  Kelley and Debbie 
Massie from our Division were also there and we shared 
some time with them.  

Due to the logistics of dealing with Nina and her 
health issues I didnõt get to go to any op sessions but the 
clinics during the week were wonderful. 

The highlight of the trip, for me, was the tour of 
Amtrakõs Beech Grove shops.  It is an incredible complex 
of older buildings repurposed to serve the current needs 
of Amtrak.  Our trip was on Saturday so there was no 
activity in the shops.  We did not have to wear ear protec-
tion and the tour guides were pretty laid back.  I think we 
were able to get a lot closer to some of the locos and cars 
being worked on because of that.   

The National Train Show was fabulous.  It is always 

great to see the manufacturersõ booths and what they are 
cooking up for us.  I picked up a couple of bargains at the 
show.  Jim Rollwage asked us to pick up anything Union 
Pacific for him and I showed him a couple of UP 
SD70aces.  Whoa, not his era!  At the show we also 
bumped into Jerry Doyle and Greg McCartney who had 
driven over just for the show. 

The convention closed with the traditional banquet 
which was held at Indianapolis Union Station.  Our Bob 
Weinheimer received a Presidentõs Award for his work on 
the member discount program.  The speaker was the CEO 
of ScaleTrains.com who spoke of his groups breakaway 
from Athearn in a new venture.  It was interesting to hear 
of the problems of launching a new company including 
dealing with the Chinese factories and correcting prob-
lems involved when things donõt go right. 

All in all, the week was well worth the time and ex-
pense.  You should consider trying at least one National 
Convention.  The 2017 convention is slated for Orlando, 
FL, not so far away to make it overly expensive, and well 
worth the commitment. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at our 
cookout at the August meeting.  Hope to see you there. 

The goal of the newsletter team is to have this 
document reach you by email or snail mail at least 
one week prior to our meetings.  We typically start 
the layout work the Monday 12 days before the meet-
ing.  This allows a day of review by the officers and a 
proofreader before the electronic version is issued, 
usually on Wednesday.   The paper version is mailed 
Thursday or Friday.  For this to happen reliably, we 
need all items for publication by that Monday 12 days 
prior to the meeting.  If we donõt get it on time we 
canõt print it.  Please help us give you the most up to 
date information possible. Here are the deadlines for 
the next few issues. 

 
 September August 29 
 October  September 26 
 November October 31 
 December November 28 
 January  January 2 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES  LIBRARY CORNER  
Bill Wadsworth 

The collection of NMRA Clinic DVDs now 
available for loan to the members has not been very 
popular so far.  There's a lot of helpful information 
which I'm sure would be useful to many of you and 
it's there for the asking.  Now that a list of the topics 
has been put together be sure to check it out and see 
what might be helpful to you. 

As explained at the June meeting, I have some 
DVDs that I'm willing to loan out, and I believe some 
of you also have DVDs that you're willing to share 
with others.    These DVDs aren't the property of 
Div. 9 and are loaned to me as I loan them to the 
members.  After a period of time ð 1 year, 6 months, 
whatever ð you decide when ð the DVDs are re-
turned to the owner.  This way we can all share the 
information, and no one has to give away anything.  
If you're willing to share your DVDs with others, 
bring them to the next meeting.  Please let me know 
if you have any questions/suggestions. 
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The ST. ALBANS Depot 
August 13, 2016 

 
11:00 - Depot open (set up sales, cook food) 
Gather on platform, socialize, etc. 
 
12:30 - Lunch 
 
1:00 - Social time, view M.A.D.D. display w/decal info and 
sample scratched car frames.  Contest is Freight Cars. 
 
2:00 - Superintendentõs Briefing 
 
2:40 - Contest, Silent Auction Results 
 
3:00 - Phase II of òSpray Day at the Depotó 
DECALING:  Bring the car you painted last time and we 
can do some lettering on it.  This is a hands on event! 
 
Reminder: Phase III Weathering and undercarriage con-
struction contest in October  

Coal Division 

 Monthly Railfun Event 

òPicnic on the Platformó                                      
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Indianapolis National Train Show Report 

Jerry Doyle 

 

Although I didnõt attend the national convention in Indianapolis, I did make it to the National Train Show where many 

manufacturers had displays of upcoming products. Here are a some I found interesting: 

Scaletrains.com had their HO UP turbine on 

display. It comes with two powered units along 

with sound. It is available as a super-detailed 

òMuseum Qualityó version and a well-detailed 

òRivet Counteró version. There were 30 proto-

type units powered by a General Electric gas-

turbine engine producing 8,500 horsepower. 

Even today, almost 50 years after their retire-

ment, they still dwarf the power of  the most 

modern diesels. 

They also had 

samples of their 

new HO 40õ 

Airslide covered 

hopper in a vari-

ety of paint 

schemes. The 

models are de-

signed to be af-

fordable and 

allow modelers 

to add extra de-

tails if desired. 
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Athearn had the first test shots of their HO Genesis series Amtrak SDP40F locomotive. This model has 
been a top request for many years among modelers. The prototypes were built in 1973 and 1974 for 
Amtrak as their first new units. They had a short career due to a series of derailments for which they 
were blamed. They were retired in the late 1970õs and a few were traded to Santa Fe.  

Fox Valley Models had new HO versions of the Southern Silver Sides coal gondola on display. Unlike 

many models produced these days, these models are designed to be affordable and rugged for opera-

tions. They also will be available in 14 separate numbers. They will also be available in N Scale. 

Atlas had their HO late-phase GP40-2 on dis-

play. It is correct for the final deliveries received 

by Chessie in 1980 and 1981. 

Atlas also had pre-production samples of their 

reworked GP7 in HO. The unit now has a plastic 

underframe and fuel tank. 


