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From the Head the Holler 
By Gary J. Burdette, MMR 

 
òA New Look for a New Yearó was the theme for January, and in my opinion, it was a 
wonderful success.  Part of this was due to your participation and part to a little bit of 
luck.  The former was highlighted by all of the variation of contest items entered in the 
new òPhotos, Fine Arts, and Finest Finishesó category.  There were both prototype and 
model pictures, a couple of railroad line drawings, and some nicely painted, lettered and 
finished models.  The goal of addressing the artistic side of model railroading was 
achieved.  The latter, the last minute change of clinic, possessed an element of luck in that 
there was a new clinic in the wings with some models related to the topic for viewing.  A 
lively discussion rounded out a good time.  
 
Part of the idea of having a monthly title is to set the tone for us to have items for a show
-n-tell, which we have been calling M.A.D.D. , or having items from the depot or from 
home on display.  I have been gathering some things as have several of you.  I had some 
signal models, drawings, supplies, and books for display in January.  I will hold these in 
reserve until we have our clinic on Signals.  I hope to set the themes for the remainder of 
the year and contest topics as well.   
 
Along with the basic categories, the popular òModelerõs Choiceó has been expanded into 
the all-inclusive òSteel is Kingó day and contest.  Further extending this new look to the 
òCivil, Mechanical, Electrical, and Railroad Engineering,ó ò5M Eventó in December, and, 
now, with  the òArtisticó one this past month, a nice variation has been developed.  For 
February I am proposing òCoal Country: Coal Mines, Coal Camps, Company Stores, and 
Coal Cars.ó  Yes, this is a mouthful and a larger, broader area which may effectively draw 
more entries which is my goal.  Bring your tipples, company houses, scenes, stores, truck 
dumps, dump trucks (model cars), fancy coal cars ,and anything related to coal country 
(except the steel mill stuff).  Get ready for the more traditional ones coming up, too. 
 
The ònew lookó idea is in response to the change from meeting to event and some of the 
other things the NMRA has been trying, to promote attendance and membership.  We 
are, however, not just getting òon boardó now.  I think the new look of the Coal Division 
began with our reinstatement and our name and logo a few years back.  With the initia-
tion of the Up the Holler newsletter, the theme, look, and feel of the group was estab-
lished.  
 
We have grown and developed from that seed and, due to the work of many, have been 
adding new things to our agenda almost every month.  With the re-election of your offic-
ers by acclamation, your superintendent and assistant superintendent will continue on the 
path we have been taking and invite your ideas and participation.  As a side bar noting the 
change, I have an old Division 9 circular cloth patch with an outline of the State of West 
Virginia and a Cass Shay locomotive embroidered over top.  Great then, better now.  I 
hope we continue to grow. 
 
òHistory and Hobbyó denotes the interconnection between the prototype and our model-
ing.  Choosing the ST. ALBANS depot as our headquarters, we have 
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cemented the two areas together.  The NMRA web site 
has both aspects represented and every article shows us 
how to model the òreal thing.ó  I mentioned the idea of 
MM & MMs last month.  Models, Models, and More 
Models can be a program where we bring in items as usual 
for the raffle, build items weõve wanted to build, but donõt 
fit our railroads for display, or construct finished models 
for sale to other groups and the public.  (I have a couple 
of things going).  Since most model groups have the goal 

of using models as a form of representing history, the 
afore mentioned theme is a natural for the Coal Division 
(and SACOMM) as a part of the depot experience and 
could enhance the museum and provide a fundraiser, as 
well. 
 
Keep building models, coming up with ideas, and partici-
pating in the exciting world of railroading on the Coal 
Division.   

Continued from page 1 

FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL  
Dan Mulhearn, Assistant Superintendent 

As this is written, winter has finally arrived.  We got a little 
over three feet of snow from Winterstorm Jonas; howev-
er, there was very little wind.  We are in a private develop-
ment so our roads do not get treated by the State DOH.  
The new contractor we hired was right on the spot and we 
were never snowed in.  Dennis McGeeney will tell me I 
should have been snowed in so maybe I would get some 
bench work done downstairs!  I have asked Dennis, over 
the years, to nudge me on that front and he takes his job 
seriously. 
 
Did you see that the Coal Division got another mention in 
the National NMRA Magazine?  It seems some model 
photos published in UP THE HOLLER  have been 
posted in the members only section of the NMRA web-
site.  They were posted by Jim Zinser MMR who writes 
the Division Business Car column for the National maga-
zine. 
 
Not too long ago, in his Trains Of Thought column in 
Model Railroader Tony Koester wrote a piece called 
òtick-tockó.  His point being we ainõt getting any younger 
and we should set our modeling goals accordingly.  That 
rang true to me as I rapidly approach 72 years of age and 
have yet to complete a layout.  I started collecting HO 
when I was 13 years old with an old flat kit and an 
Athearn PRR streamlined coach.  Remembering those, 
they were a bear to get square and they had such deep, 
sharp wheel flanges that you could have plowed a field 
with them.  The collecting has gone on since and today 
could probably stock a small hobby shop.  I donõt care to 

dwell on my tumultuous twenties, but suffice it to say no 
model railroading got accomplished.  As my thirties, for-
ties and fifties passed most of my leisure time was spent 
chasing the real thing.  I have shot thousands of rail pho-
tos in every one of the 48 contiguous states. 
 
There will be no regrets if that layout never gets built in 
my basement.  Over the years there has been so much joy 
in meeting the good friends that grew from model rail-
roading.  That is especially true since joining the NMRA in 
2005.  We donõt just make good and lasting friends; we 
enjoy every aspect of developing our knowledge of model-
ing.  There are hours of planning.  What road shall be 
modeled?  What era?  Are we interested in emulating pro-
totype operations with all the interesting study that entails?   
Where can we find plans for that building?  What type of 
air horn did my favorite road use; or if a free lance rail-
road, what will be my standard air horn, bell location, etc.?  
With the rise of the internet so much good information on 
all aspects of the hobby from modeling to electronics to 
scenery or virtually any subject you care to mention is 
readily available.  Prototype historical societies are great 
sources of information on all aspects of your favorite road 
or roads.  My current planning is to model the N&W 
Clinch Valley line, in particular the area between Norton, 
VA and St. Paul, VA, to take advantage of interchange 
opportunities with the L&N, the Southernõs ex Interstate 
line, and the Clinchfield.  Or in a later era CSX and NS.  
My point is set your priorities and give yourself time to get 
it done.  But,  if that basement layout never gets complet-
ed, itõs been a great ride. 

The goal of the newsletter team is to have this document 
reach you by email or snail mail at least one week prior to 
our meetings.  We typically start the layout work the Mon-
day 12 days before the meeting.  This allows a day of re-
view by the officers and a proofreader before the electron-
ic version is issued, usually on Wednesday.   The paper 
version is mailed Thursday or Friday.  For this to happen 
reliably, we need all items for publication by that Monday 
12 days prior to the meeting.  If we donõt get it on time we 

canõt print it.  Please help us give you the most up to date 
information possible. Here are the deadlines for the next 
few issues. 
 
 March  February 29 
 April  March 28 
 May  May 2 
 June  May 30  
 July  June 27 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES  
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February 13, 2016 @ your ST. ALBANS depot 
 

TIMETABLE  
 
1:00 - Social & M.A.D.D. Viewing Time: 

*Hobby items 
*History items 
*Articles  

 
2:00 - Superintendentõs Briefing:  Info. On- 

*The Depot   
*The Division  

 
2:45 - Raffle and Contest:  History with models-  

*Enter contest get raffle ticket   
*Contest: Coal Country: Mines, Company Houses, Company Stores, 
Truck Dumps, Dump Trucks, Coal Cars, and more.  
 
*Clinic:  Glowing Steel - Paul Lapointe  

History and Hobby 
February Railfun Event 

There were several interesting items including a beautiful 
print from a pencil drawing by Mike Penn of an NS train 
on a trestle.  The  raffle raised a total of $62.00.  Several 
members have donated some useful items for future raf-

fles.  Please consider donating any items you are no longer 
using.  Remember, the raffle is the Divisionõs was of help-
ing the SACOMM people keep the depot heated and light-
ed for our meetings and events.   

RAFFLE 
Dan Mulhearn 
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CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by 
Superintendent Gary J Burdette at 2:01 PM.  The meeting 
venue was the C&O depot at St. Albans, WV. 
 
PRIOR MINUTES:  On a motion by John Harris, se-
conded and approved, the minutes of the  Dec. 12, 2015 
meeting, as published in Up The Holler,  were accepted 
 
TREASURERõS REPORT:  In the absence of the Divi-
sion Clerk there was no formal report submitted.  
 
SUPERINTENDENTõS REPORT:  Gary Burdette 
spoke on displaying more models at the depot and other 
venues in order to attract folks to the hobby.  He also 
mentioned that National has a new, downloadable, five 
minute recruitment video available. 
 
ASST. SUPERINTENDENTõS REPORT:  Dan Mul-
hearn expressed, on his own behalf as well as that of the 
members, our deepest sympathy to Tony Puccini on the 
recent loss of his mother. 
 
AP CHAIRMAN REPORT:  Bob Weinheimer noted 
that activity has slowed down.  He encouraged members 
to bring in items for judging. Of course, larger items such 
as a layout, etc. can be scheduled to be judged at their 
location. 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Bob Weinheimer reminded 
all that the deadline for the February UTH is Feb. 1.  It 
was also noted that Pike Ad fees are due. 
 
CLINIC CHAIR:  Bob Osburn stated that Paul Lapointe 
will soon be presenting a clinic on using LEDs and elec-
tronics in modeling.  The clinic scheduled for today on 
railroad signaling by Jerry Doyle will be postponed.  Gary 
Burdette will present a clinic on scratch building in its 
stead. 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMANõS REPORT:  John 
Harris informed us he had distributed two new name 
badges today.  Name badges are still priced at $10.00.  

Division membership is down slightly at fifty nine mem-
bers. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Bill 
Wadsworth submitted the name of  Gary Burdette for 
Superintendent.  Dan Mulhearn was submitted as Assis-
tant Superintendent.  At this point the floor was opened 
to nominations.  No other nominations were submitted.  
On a motion by Bob Weinheimer, seconded and ap-
proved; the above nominees were elected by acclamation.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None pending. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None submitted. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Matt Crouch advised that 
those wishing to travel to the 2016 National Convention 
at Indianapolis by Amtrak would leave Charleston, WV at 
8:49 PM and arrive Indy at 5:15AM.  Checked baggage is 
available at both stations. 
 
The Coonskin Park Model Train Show will be Feb. 20 and 
21. 
 
The Dunbar Train Show will be March 11, 12, and 13 at 
the Dunbar Armory. 
 
MADD:  Gary B displayed a book containing explana-
tions of aspects and indications of C&O signals. 
Larry Richards displayed two Electro Motive Division 
builderõs plates from diesel locomotives. 
Bob Osburn displayed electronic switching items from 
Ferrick Hill Shop which could be used in track panels and 
many other uses. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by John Harris, se-
conded and approved, the business meeting was ad-
journed at 2:58PM. 
 
Submitted by Dan Mulhearn, Acting Clerk 

NMRA MCR DIVISION 9  
THE COAL DIVISION  

January Railfun Event 

St Albans Depot 
St Albans, WV 
January 9 2015 

Minutes 
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CONTEST 
Dan Mulhearn 

Photo by Paul Lapointe 

The January contest was a mixed bag of arts, finishes and 
weathering.  Larry Richards, who showed us a whole, new 
side of his considerable talents, won with a pen and ink 
drawing of a steam loco and train.  Larry did the drawing 
from his imagination one quiet night in a Conrail yard 
office.  There were five second place winners.  Dan Mul-
hearn had a photo scanned from one of his slides of a 
Colorado & Southern (BN) freight with Fisherõs Peak in 
the background.  Bob Weinheimer entered a Colorado and 
Tucson (free lance line of an acquaintance) box car which 
featured a rather intricate and difficult to mask and decal 
paint job.  Gary Burdette displayed his artistry with a pen-
cil drawing of a locomotive shop.  Paul Lapointe submit-
ted a print of work going on at a steel mill with glowing 
liquid steel represented by illuminated wire.  Paulõs photo 
has been featured in the Walthers Catalog.  New member 
Sam Delauter submitted his N scale hopper cars and ex-
plained how he weathered them.  He weathers his trucks 
by holding the paint sprayer steady and pushing the truck 

through the spray to get an even coat on the wheels.  Pret-
ty neat idea!  The February Contest will be Coal Country: 
Mines, Company Houses, Company Stores, Truck 
Dumps, Dump Trucks, Coal Cars, and more.  
 

Larry Richardsô contest winning drawing 

KANAWHA UNITED MODEL RAILROADERS ASSOCIATION  
MODEL TRAIN SHOW  
MARCH 11, 12, 13 2016 

DUNBAR PARKS AND RECREATION  
COMMUNITY CENTER  
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Layout Expansion on the Pittsburgh & Western RR Part 2 
By Paul Lapointe 

This month I want to talk a little more about working with 
steel studs. 
 
Steel studs consist of two components; the track and the 
stud (see ò1-Stud diagramó).  The track metal is bent into 
a òCó cross-section.  It comes in 10 foot lengths.  The 
studs are similar to tracks but in addition also have a bent 
lip and holes punched along their length to allow wires 
and pipes to pass through them.  They come in 8 foot, 10 
foot, and greater lengths and they are sized to be a snug fit 
inside the track (see ò2-Stud and trackó picture). 
 
Steel studs come in different cross-sectional sizes.  I chose 
a cross-section that is the same as a standard wood stud  
(1ı õõ x 3ıõõ) to make mating with wood studs easier.  
The steel comes in different thicknesses, the lightest being 
25 gauge.  That's what I used on the original portions of 
the layout.  I'm currently using 20 gauge because that's 
what I can get locally.  Being heavier steel makes it a little 
tougher to work with but also more rigid.  
 
Some of the tools needed to work with steel are shown in 
the ò3-Tools neededó photograph.  From left to right we 
have wide-jaw locking pliers used to clamp parts for fas-
tening together, a metal file for cleaning up rough edges, 

tin snips for cutting, an electric drill with the proper driver 
bit, and special self-drilling self-tapping steel screws.  Not 
shown is an abrasive cutoff saw which speeds up the cut-
ting of many small pieces. 
 
The ò4-Cantilevered benchó picture shows how I build my 
benches.  The long horizontal pieces are tracks.  The 
crosspieces are short lengths of studs.  Wherever two piec-
es meet there is a screw.  In effect this is like building a 
very short steel wall then laying it on its side.  The benches 
are fastened to the vertical wall studs and wood diagonals 
support the cantilever.   
 
Just like L-girder and grid type benchwork, you can cut 
and combine pieces at an angle to build out areas such as 
the triangular area shown in the ò5-Inside corneró photo-
graph and the extra width added in the ò6-bump-outó 
photo used to handle a return curve on my original layout 
area.  
 
As you can see from the ò7-plywood layeró picture, Iõve 
started to cover the benches with ¼ inch plywood before 
the next step of laying down extruded foam.  More about 
that in my next article. 

1-Stud Diagram 
2-Stud and Track 
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3-Tools Needed 4-Cantileverled Benchwork 

5-Inside Corner 

6-Bump-out 

7-Plywood Layer 


