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From the Head the Holler
By Gary J. Burdette, MMR

0The depot was once the center
and goods entering and | eaving t

of t he
own wer

quote from a recent grant application concerning a proposed project for festora-

tion of the Saint Albans depot. Further, it was noted that the modern used

for the

depot was to restore some of that community activity through the promotion of

various events. One such depot experience was thé>reaiernn the Platfor
held by the Coal Division. The station was buzzing with activity and spir
Thanks to all who participated! (I hope you all felt the spirit.)

N
t.

Every time the doors of the depot are open someone stops by. Often, the

visitor has had a relative or two who worked for the railroad and this has
their interest in railroading. A peek inside the doors brought back memo
from their youth. Most have a story or two to tell. One gentleman spoke|

piqued
Fies
of his

grandfather who had all the best runs (fast freight, named passenger trains) since

he was at the top of the seniority list. Another fellow told me of his fathe
was both a C&0O and Amtrak conduc

who
t or . F

museum. The bottom line is there are many people who still like trains gnd rail-

roading.

A recent medical experience further reminded me that those who are
ested in trains are everywhere. One Nurse Practitioner who lives near th
road loves hearing the trains pass by. She missed the trains during a pe
she lived away from the line. This goes back to her youth when she first
love with the sounds. A doctor told a similar story that was accentuated
cell phone rang with a wamo-woo sound. Needless to say, a couple of in
esting conversations resulted.

Bob Weinheimer told me the goal of the NMRA is to better advertise
organization as a group that has events rather than meetings: somethin
been discussing and attempting through our gathering at the depot, cont
fles, clinics, M.A.D.D. (shemwtell) and visitations to other venues. In the I3
edition of theeBulletinthe status of the new display in the California State
road Museum was shown as moving forward. Of interest to me was the
our display, 0The Magic of Model
ment of what we are al/l about!
or activities for ourselves and the public of whom | have noted above.

Along these lines are some new approaches to operating the NMRA
tract members. One is to begin
more attractive term. We have addressed this with the formation of a ste
committee designed to streamline the business end of the division and o
the activity side (keep thinking of ideas). A discount program is under w.
tourist trains, hobby shops, and other railroad businesses are being encq
offer NMRA members a discount (Bob Weinheimer is direct- continues next pa
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Head of the Holler FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL
(continued from page 1) Dan Mulhearn, Assistant Superintendent
0Swap Groupo where on g RN REY IO AR € d
|tem§ isin de\_/elopment. The Layout Registry is hear from my good friend, Bruce Knapp, that he wak
being improved. — The |oREe HBRR fith qdl BobNWBinndinfer anti lBanp "
the web is sparking interest. And, a Strategic FlathiSyed the convention. Bruce did mention that th train
being formulated to include education, retentiof [&Agw was a little disappointing. Next year in Colunrbus,
recruitment, and communication. Everything npfadd it is hoped, Indianapolis Bruce and I will meet.| As
here is designed to promote an interest and aj)enefﬁi%olation | was able to attend four op sessions, two of
associated with model railroading and our orggnjindsich would have been missed due to the Conventjon.
tion. Twice as the switch jobl on Tom
The O0Elkins Mount ai ng;'jRﬁaFi Igrﬁ((ﬁjﬂg‘gfnt cIAPVe ﬁg%dr%:’:mdé?gz
September ¥ may be just the ticket (pun intengd : . .
ed) to spark that firNeUERY Pepiestiepiioreeaions 1o
df_estinations of enjoyment. This will be a new venye {( : ' byu t 16m way beh iyn d on th
with a museum and layout tours for our continygd | am |ooking forward to our Division visit to Elkirls
model railroading pleasure. this month. My old camping buddy, John Locke, wgnt to
college at Davis & Elkins back in the 60s. He tells ¢f
RAFELE sitting in the classroom listening to the rattle of the flivet
. guns working on hopper cars in the Western Marylgnd
Dennis McGeeney shops. | enjoy the away from home meetings; but wont
Six items were up for grabs in the August raffle. It beonr:(éet;?ngitht;?fl\(lvfu?duL;a\l/\éolrillzz (;j fg ?12\/ e qotter
Plenty of tickets were sold and we took in $68.00. F’Iaﬁﬁ? deeper %ad we gone to the convention g the hew
donate any items for the raffle, we are running a littjg WRA Lay(;ut Command Control standard,s Wil k
?nrraefflg |te;nsi. ?rI](y?en? donatlng 2r3ffleéteamnggt? a)m\j:tegrfgacse With W%Eﬁig&:‘axéL%??ﬁgt’?q&w(%jﬁl Rzi]ilr a%et:].:, f oy
purchase five raffle tickets you get a sixth one free. mvéndeldt;;%::rt]iie thizcthrinatllle our?ninigturresvio(rjld: r?—
teroperable, regardless of manufacturer.
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM Finally this month; how am | doing? Please brig
Bob Weinheimer MMR me or Gary your gripes, your ideas and even your gtta
Photo by Dan Mulhearn boys.
It was a pleasure to present Paul Lapointe with his NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
certificate for Model Railroad Author. Paul earned thjs . .
by writing monthly reports on the contest and raffle,|jre- '€ goal of the newsletter team is to have this docu-
senting clinics at the Division, Region, and National|lEJ1€Nt reach you by email or snail mail at least one vyeek
els, and by showing off his layout on the Coal DivisippP" 10" t0 our meetings. We typically start the layout work
web site. Congratulations to Paul! the Mond::_xy 12 days be_fore the meeting. This allows a
_ day of review by the officers and a proofreader befqre
the electronic version is issued, usually on Wednesfay.
The paper version is mailed Thursday or Friday. For this
to happen reliably, we need all items for publication| by
that Monday 12 days prifjfor to t
get it on time we candt| print
the most up to date information possible. Here are the
deadlines for the next few issues.
October September 28
November November 2
December November 30
January December 21




September Event
The Elkins Mountain Railroading Adventure
Coal Division Monthly Railfun Event
September 19, 2015 Elkins, West Virginia

Come with us to the mountains of West Virginia and tB504:20Vi si t Denver Barnet
old Western Maryland town of Elkins for a Coal Division

Railfuradventure. Enjoy the old depot, museum, and mRayrn to depot arriving around 4:30. Those wishing
be a couple of old C&O or WM diesels as they standvi ew Woody Higginbotham
ready to depart on the
the monthly raffle and model contest and thrill to the coal mine on the side road which takes you from 214
views of three fine model layouts depicting the WM, to Helvetia.)

B&O, and C&O railroads which were once prominent in

the area. Arrival will be at the depot at 315 Railroad Av€8Meet at Hutte Restaurant in the old Swiss villag

nue and is scheduled for 11:00. Helvetia for a real Swiss meal in a quaint setting.

Early arrivals: The Association of Railway Artists will Be3@7:00V i s i t
10 pieces of art on display at the Talbot Frame Shop locat-
ed at 230 Third Street

Woodyds | ayout

Center at French Creek to Rt. 4 which will take you t
11:060Meet at the parking lot next to the depot for a sHeldtwoods and-T9. The trip from Helvitia to Charlestg
walk to the museum. ($5.00 admission) takes about 2:15.

12:006Lunch at CJ Maggies a short walk fromthemuse-di t or 6 s Not e: Woody h

um. layout and the photos on Facebook are showing lotg
of progress. Please pass up the urge to head home

1:36Co a | Di vision O0Superi natfetnedre nstebesi nbgr i Jeifmdbnsg ,aén dr a

contest (freight cars) at the museum. looks like it will be well worth the investment in time.
Al so, how about that Sw

2:30Leave museum for layout tours. write this.

3:003:30Tour of Jim Schooneverds B&O | ayout.

Hegu éonHomeRetunm to9Chebléstordvia theé W\h Wild]i

6s WM |
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Highball to Indy, 2016
NMRA National Convention
www.NMRA2016.0rg

If you have ever wanted to present a clinic at the Na-If you have attended a clinic and thought it was
tional Convention, now is the time. With the 2016 Cofud, encourage the presenter to consider presenting
vention being held in Indianapolis, it should be a shorthe National Convention.
trip from your home division.

Time is running short for the applications. Printi

If you have presented a clinic at a local or regionaichedules require a long fgatb.
event, run through it again to refresh yourself with the
information. Make sure the clinic is up to date. When = Remember, fill out and send in the form found u
youbdre ready to shar e y ohecClinician$ headimgutpi/vomy.nrara?d16.org/#! t
with other modelers, send in the form found under thevolunteer/c11z2
Clinicians heading fatp://www.nmra2016.org/#!
volunteer/c11z2

o ) Dan Goins
If you have presented a clinic at a National Convefinic Chair

tion before, bring it to Indianapolis. We would like to see
it here.
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http://www.nmra2016.org/#!volunteer/c11z2
http://www.nmra2016.org/#!volunteer/c11z2
http://www.nmra2016.org/#!volunteer/c11z2
http://www.nmra2016.org/#!volunteer/c11z2
http://www.NMRA2016.org

NMRA MCR DIVISION 9
THE COAL DIVISION

St Albans Depot

St Albans, WV
August 8, 2015
Minutes
Meeting called to order at 1:40 p.m. lines.
Division Clerk Report Clinic Chair

Treasury balance is currently $9,054.17 Our next clinic will be December and will have a
July minutes were approved.
Pike Ads $10.

Raffle revenues $68.

School houses were also sold for the MCR $0 (nétontest Chair

Division 9 revenue) Next

depot.

mont hds contest
Superintendent Report Membership Chair
Gary Burdette thanked everyone for participating in  No report.
the cookout. Bob Weinheimer has a clinic on the
NMRA website as part of their EQUTRAIN initiativ&affle
Now clinics can be shared among membersusing L as't
technol ogy. The clinics are |
section of the NMRA website which requires a paédd Business
word. Gary discussed inviting lapsed and inactive ~ None
members to a Christmas meeting. We have a number
of members who joined using the RailPass who didew Business
not renew. None

raffl
n the

mont hods
ocated

e n g

i me

Gary mentioned using the Advisory Committee inAsunouncements
constitution as a way to streamline our meetings. He Bob Weinheimer will be operating his layout Aug
read from the Division 9 constitution section that 13.
defines the Advisory Committee and ways it could be The Appalachian Model Railroad Society will ha
adapted to our current needs. He also mentioned Jershow August 15 and 16 in Canonsburg, KY.
ry Doyl eds piece in the GoaRiveeModel Traw Gtow September 12zang
ertds Rules of Order. the Madison, WV Civic Center.

2 Annual Railfest Bluefield, WV November 7 &
He shared a recent article in the Charleston Gazette at the Bluefield Youth Center in Bluefield, WV.
Mail about preservation efforts at the St Albans de- Gary showed a display for posters and drawings
pot. show railroad items. Bob Osburn suggested sell
space in the display for individuals to show off th
layouts.
Gary discussed details of the visit to Elkins, WV,

Assistant Superintendent Report
Dan thanked everyone for bringing food and Bob
Osburn for being our cook. Dan mentioned the new
NMRA recommended practice on layout commanButure Meetings
control, an adjunct to DCC. September 18 EIlkins, WV.
October 1® Portsmouth, OH
Achievement Program November 14 Bluefield, WV
Bob presented an AP certificate for author to Paul
Lapointe which makes four for Paul. Meeting adjourned 2:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Newsletter Chair Jerry Doyle, Division 9 Clerk
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CONTEST
Dennis McGeeney
Photos by Dan Mulhearn

We had three entrants in the August contest. Larrythe car. Gary Burdette entered two Mower Lumber Co.
Richards entered two HON30 flat cars with stacked luoass loaded with logs and chained down. First placq win-
ber chained down and a car with a Model 60 John Demeewas Dennis McGeeney, second place Larry Richards
tractor. Dennis McGeeney entered a drop center flatayad third Gary Burdette. Please remember that each con-
with double trucks at each end. In the center of the ctest entrant gets a free raffle ticket and one point Sgptem-
was a prime mover (engine for a diesel locomotive) ber 6 s contest wi l | be ffeight
properly secured and braced along with other freight ainat you can enter
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MORE FROM THE AUGUST EVENT
Photos by Dan Mulhearn

As you can see from pages 2 and 5, Dan was busyl with
where , here they are.

_ _ _ ~ Bob Weinheimer was the clinician. To the amaze-
Chef Bob Osburn is seen preparing the goodies with ment of at least some attendees, he built a turnout
a little oversight from Larry Richards. Bob and his  from scratch. Of course, using the Fast Tracks sy

cousin Dale did a great job with a tent for shade and tem made that a bit easier that it might otherwise have
even some corn on the cob. Watch out guys, we maypeen.

want you to do it again next year.

Here are first place contest winner Dennis McGeeney (left) and third place contest winner Gary Burdettq MMR
showing off their models. There is no photo of second place winner Larry Richards.




