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HEAD OF THE HOLLER
Bob Weinheimer MMR

Time sure does fly, i tos
again. Last month | described the convention and the contest results at

pense of properly commenting on
Kingé event was great once agai n|
fed, I dondoét think | even had su

during the day, in the morning then again after the meeting. | was amaz

already

t he
the ex-
t he May
Dave
pper th
bd at the

progress he has made and have to think an Achievement Program Scengry certifi-

cate might not be too far from P
to a call asking us to formally evaluate his efforts. Thanks are due to Pa|
Dave for opening their layouts for our visit.

In June we dispensed with our regular meeting and rode the Hocking

aul 0s

ul and

g

Valley

Scenic Railway instead. Dennis McGeeney outdid himself this year, the
ments and weather were absolutely perfect. We enjoyed a nice buffet lu

arrange-
ch then

headed out the train. We had expected to be riding three cabooses coupled to the
regularly scheduled afternoon train. Well, we got an even better deal: opur own
charter train. Thanks to the efforts of Coal Division member and Hocking Valley
engineer Bob Schmoll we rode our train from lunch to the shops where We got to

see all the | atest activity in

thhe

gr ou

the rest of the Hocking Valley. It was also good to see David Robinette join us

for lunch and the train ride.

June 10 saw an unusual and potentially disastrous event. The St. Albans De-

pot was struck by an automobile and sustained some serious damage.
that insurance will cover a quality reconstruction of the affected area. Th
good news is that we will still be able to meet at the depot, our July 13 cq
and meeting is still on the cale
was almost eerie in its timing, the preservation of the structure is subject
ards we might not have expected.
page for more on this subject.

Several Coal Division members are headed to the National Conventi
Atlanta right after the meeting. The last time | was at such an event was
Pittsburgh. | have always wanted to go to another but finances, timing, g
have interfered. This year it all works and | am very much looking forwa
week. In 2014 the convention is even closer as it will be in Cleveland. T
be no Region convention next year so do consider going to Cleveland fo
days if not the whole week.
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FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL
Gary J. Burdette MMR

It is often said that Ardtherethaetldings tlal cansdbg donegapdowha can thet e
somet hing (or someone) umetnmblerist oifs 0glchree .Ch aH o rDi tyh ossi eo nwbh
love the St. Albans depot, | know this saying is not true,
but we might have been lulled into a state of comfortin One crazy idea popped into my head the other day:
which we assumed she would be here forever. The rgdaying railroad games. Several of us always enjoyef the
accident, in which an automobile plowed intothecornremar d game O0ORail Baron. p We , ¢
of the east end, has awaFkaesnte dFruesi gtha 6t hgea nfea cwth itchha twatsh ep r
Girlé is fragile and n e eadalvedisementpAt one tme t hadtme .computer game

called ORailroad T@ictoyd|whdhe s

Several of us have been discussing this very topithe player built a railroad empire. Matt tells me that the
over the last few months. With Division 9 of the NatioB&0O/B&0O game is at the depot. Perhaps, we could et
Model Railroad Association beginning monthly meetingsareas where the public could come to the station|and
at the station, we have felt compelled to try to contribptay these games as a chafgace to the modern, fa
to the longtime efforts of the St. Albans C&O Modelerpaced life style.
and Museum as a partner in education, if you will, in pre-
serving and participating in activities at this historic venueNow, | have a murder mystery game set in the dining
Some ideas have been noted in past columns. car of the Pullman limited. Might this be an experienge we

could provide in which the public could procure tickets

More recently, Bob Osburn, Matt Crouch, and | (either free of purchased) and arrive at the depot to fide
checked out the wood supply in storage and discussealir simulated dinner train complete with table cloths| club
replacing some trim, sills, and other items. Bob is a wabde sandwiches, and other related appointments, as well
worker, and his skills will prove invaluable to the procass., soldomi t Aé oOwho
We have not set a date to begin, but that will come about
in the near future. Other areas from painting, to contrib- C&O Historical Society founder and president e%neri-

uting money, volunteering time to clean up or participats, Tom Dixon, has written a couple of short plays gn
ing in railroad related activities have been mentionedrailroad subjects. | have been working on a booklet (to
accompany the plays) describing some-eeslly props
| believe the members of SACOMM and Division &d backdrops, so production is possible in the nean fu-
feel, with this latest disaster, the time has come to wdrke. A couple of our guys have expressed an interegt in
together and extend the realm of the good works donactimg in these stories. Again, tickets can be made available
far and go to the next level. Perhaps we can expand fbe one or more plays over a weekend of evening and
scope of educational outreach to numerous groups matinee performances.
through a variety of activities. | will throw out some
thoughts here prior to the meetings on July 13 when morédandson seminars for kids has been noted, by the
discussions will occur. Australian NMRA region, where supplies and instrugtions
were provided to guide the children in the scenaking
We have been working on a display stand much ltkecess on al2 inch x 12 inch piece of foam board. | have
those seen in museums or at trade shows where photorumber of old box cars we might use in a similar fashion
graphs, diagrams, and other railroad items may be placezhch weathering. Other areas may be added to the list.
for public viewi-angansAwererd es of oquestion
cabinet doostyle boxes might be built as an interactve Don &t f orget the N scal
activity. More artifacts might be available to add to wliagd isontest all of which are in the offing. These woulfl be
already in the collection. Some of these items might lireat for an open house, tour, etc.
posted on the web site of both groups as a historic com-
ponent for information and study. Put on your oOothinking|caps, 0
what you can add to the list. Some of you may be mpre
We have seen success iocomfdtablewihsléanimpgupandtsettingduicbansttad t h e
OLocomotive Engineer é6 as nwealclt iansg Mat tbdusi | &dG onngd u dithoart & sr e
enact ment . Reading of t heoro Rovleary obxep.r eWes § uasntd ndetehde rt o ¢
experiences such as tours and open houses were popalaged!
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

The goal of the newsletter team is to have this docu- August July 29
ment reach you by email or snail mail at least one week September September 2
prior to our meetings. We typically do the layout work the ~ October September 30
Wednesday 10 days before the meeting with distribution November October 28
Thursday or Friday. For this to happen reliably, we need December December 2
all items for publication by the Monday 12 days prior to January December 30
the meeting. I f we dondt g Edbruaryt o Rantary@e we c an

Please help us give you the most up to date information
possible. Here are the deadlines for the next few issues.

MEETING NOTICE

Our July meeting will be a barbecue meal prior to ourAs Paul notes below, the raffle will be back for th
business meeting. The date is Saturday, July 13th additheneeting. The July contest category is off line s
location is the C&O Depot at St. Albans. The barbectres, please bring your favorite such project. It will
will kick off at noon with the business meeting to follot get back to our home venue, please seriously con
at 2PM. If you have not previously signed up to bringGar y 6 s comment s about u
something, please consider bringing a salad, sidedisharg t he buil ding and it
dessert.
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RAFFLE REPORT
Paul Lapointe

After a twemonth vacation, we return to St. Albansuals covering several years and always full of grea
and the raffle is back! Also prototype books about Cabooses and other sul
Wedve got several frei ghRe nteantbse ra nwde dlroet sa | owfa ybso

Model Railroad Planning and Great Model Railroads An-

ideas!
jects.

ol koso'k i n g

The Reminiscences of David Robinette

would see some of the neighbors walking the tracks ithey used sleds to make it easier to get the coal up t
winter. They would walk west over four or five bridget® their homes. This was one way some folks were
and wait for a slow moving coal train. As the train weetiok and stay warm in the winter.

by slowly they would hobo it (Editordds note; Th
jumping on to a moving train and is extremely dangerousThe coal still rolls along the former N&W Clinch
and illegal. The railroads do not even allow their trainéalley Subd|V|S|on Here we see empties rolling bac
employees to get on or off moving equipment any loncg the mines
Dondét try it!) The trai 2. ApBSKIg S
which kept speed down. At this time coal trains woul through
have various sizes of coal in different hoppers. The f Tazewell,
riding the cars would find a car with large lump coal a { VA. The
roll the big pieces over the side of the car. As they go train will
closer to home they just pushed as much coal to the soon be
ground as they could. The pieces hitting the ground of passing
broke into smaller bits making it easier to handle later through
Depending on the train speed and the weather; they = Pounding
work between three and five cars. After the train pas : : Mill, boy-
the depot they would jump off and walk back home. hood home of David Robinette and scene of his stor
Sacks and buckets were produced to harvest the coahbove. Digital photo by Dan Mulhearn

along the right of way and children would often accompa-

As we lived along the N&W at Pounding Mill, VA we their parents in gathering the coal. Often, in wintE
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NMRA InfoNet News
Tom Draper

Welcome to the InfoNdtews For June, 2013
A message from Stephen Priest, MMRIRA Atlanta National Train Show Update

RAC Director The Atlanta National Train Show (NTS) has to date II-

ready sold more booths than either of the last two tr

As | near the end of my term as Regional Advisor§’OWS in Grar!d Rapids and Sacramento. 283 bootl
Council Director, | wish to share with the NMRA mem(96:9% of available booths) have been sold so far fg
bership some of my experiences. This position, often/Aanta NTS.
ferred to as "the RAC," is responsible for providing a c%n- ) ) i
duit between the NMRA Board of Directors and the REN€ Atlanta NTS is being held in all four halls (A, B,

i
S
I the

I~
-

gions. That is to say, this board position was set up t@nd D) of the Cobb Galleria Centre in 144,000 squate feet

provide the Regions with a contact person who will w8fiePace.
to establish and maintain an open door to the concerns,
issues, and ideas of the Regions. | have enjoyed me ! ;
many Region presidents and talking to them personalfjegular layouts with 23 different modular layout gro
conventions and meets. | have also enjoyed talking wR@ticipating in the show  Scales represented are H
them on the phone and througmails. s, 0, On30, 2, G, TT, 7

What has surprised me the most is the great dividg)% Train Show dates and times are as follows:
polarization if you will, between different presidents and .
Regions. Some Region presidents enjoy getting involz@4dy: 07191369 amd Noon 8 Convention Attendee
the NMRA at a National level, and some really want t8' Trade only. Noahé pmd General Public
simply left alone. In a nutshell, a "one approach fits afp@turday, 620-138 10 am to 6 pnd General Public
methodology really does not work. There are Regionsbfiday, 621-136 10 am to 5 pnd General Public
there that wish to carry out activities without any involve- - )
ment from National: others desire to be actively engaGidneral Public Ticket prices are:
at the National level. My challenge has been to provide
good representation for the Regions, bringing their cd%du!t' $12.00
cerns and questions to the board, during board meetiﬁ%é"or (65 and over$11.00
and between meetings when appropriate. | will not prg— lld (60 12)- $6.00
tend that | understand all issues and coneghese is ~ Jnder 60 Free
no single consensus on approach or any issue. What4 Day Adult $22.00
have tried to do is be approachabiey work with the
NMRA Magazine makes me easy to find. Several Reﬂ%@ Drape© HLM, DSA, FA
presidents have called and voiced concerns; | have t rmard National Train Show.
those concerns to the board and we have worked toward
solutions. Disappointingly, most presidents have beeft€9ards,

silent.
Tom Drape® HLM, DSA, FA

While serving on the board, | have attempted to rEi€Ctord Support Services
resent the membership by making sound decisions that = N
effect how the NMRA allocates its resources, time, aqgd | t 0r 6s note: ~ Yes, To
efforts. | am not of the mindset that all we can do is "fgRP- This report was heavily edited to remove out g
out” for as long as we can. On the contrary, | see a g,@(ﬂtent. Unfortunately, it us_ually arrives a few days
future for the NMRA and model railroading in generalJP The Holler goes out. This one got to us June 12

am grateful for the opportunity to serve. It has truly béé@ S ful |l of ‘updates on
a pleasure. moot as your plans are already made or you are not

It also had a piece on the Testors paint issue which
Stephen M. Priest, MMR already been well publicized. Perhaps the July issu
NMRA RAC Direcior have more relevant content that we can print in Aug
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Talk about miracles happening; On June 8th our @eatnjoyed the beautiful scenery includingstored
Division trip on the Hocking Valley was successful beeanal lock. Many of us, especially the children, had pever
yond our imagination. We had paid to have two caboddden in a caboose and we got to ride in the cupola$ as
added to the regular tourist passenger train. But, thewedvas the end platforms providing a wonderful view and
at the Hocking Valley outdid us. They provided our owonce in a lifetime experience. At Logan we took the
special train with three restored cabooses pulled by asgilileg to meet the regular train which proceeded soyth.
rodded GE 45 ton diesel!

After a wonderful buffet at the Rocky Gear Outlet;
where we were joined by David and Nathan Robinette;
our Coal Division Extra departed the depot for the shop
of the railroad. Again, thanks to thefatfts of the HV
folks, the wheel chair bound David Robinette was able
join us for the ride. We got a tour of the shops including
a look at the under restoration steam locomotive. Whildg
at the shops the regular train passed us heading for Ro
bins Crossing. When it returned, heading for Logan, o
train proceeded to Robbins Crossing. This is a restoreq
1840 village complete with costumed citizens and artise
The train paused for one half hour to allow us to visit th
village and then we were off for Logan, OH. On the wais

TRAVELS WITH DENNIS
Dennis McGeeney

Once the regular train had cleared we got to observe our
loco- motive running around our train for the return trjp
to Nelsonville.

We had perfect weather for the entire day and njany
of our attending members, friends and families got t¢
spend time visiting the HV qift shop, the Rocky Gear
Oultlet, the antique fair in the town square and some|of
the nicer restaurants in the area. Our sincere thanks to the
volunteer crews of the Hocking Valley Scenic Railway for
what they did for us to provide a perfect day with thegm on
the Coal Division caboose special.

All photos by John Harris




LETS TAKE A TRIP ON AMTRAK
Dennis McGeeney

Amtrak has been around since May 1, 1971 serving
routes all over the USA as well as three cities in Cang
Coaches feature comfortable seating with plenty of Ie
room, 110 volt outlets handy, rest rooms, water dlspe
ers, big windows to enjoy the scenery and many othe|
amenities depending upon the particular train. Most t
also offer sleeping and dining cars as well as upgrade - 4
coach service on corridor and short distance trains. Nk
Amtrak trains run on smooth ribbon rail, with a smoot=&&=
ride than you car on the interstate. oo

Once on board, we enjoyed the priceless scenef
the New River Gorge, the Greenbrier River and the
over the Alleghenies to Clifton Forge, VA. While enj
ing the ride we were able to walk to the food service
which serves snacks, sandwiches, all types of drinkg
cluding alcoholic beverages and on this particular trg
also serves breakfast, lunch and dinner at approprial
times of day. On arrival at Clifton Forge we had ab
four hours to enjoy the town and the C&O Heritage (
ter before boarding Amtrak number 50 back to Thur
mond. We enjoyed a fine meal at a restaurant in toy
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It is amazing how many people have never had thehere the above picture of myself with my son and ¢

met at Thurmond, WV to catch Amtrak train 51, The to spend a day out! Everyone of the group was ovel
Cardinal, on itds | our n ewhelnied witmtheGhjoymentgobridinglAmtrak. @iveN
NY. While awaiting the train we took time totourthet ry i f you haven6t done

Thurmond depot which has been beautifully restored by

the National Park Service. An NPS employee was on dughoto of Amtrak train at Ada, WV by Dan Mulhe
to show off the depot and explain the history of this stb1/20/2011

ried railroad town. Group photo by JanCare Ambulance employee

MOVING SALE

Coal Division member Dwight Sherman asedtions in the next issue of this newsletter.
his wife Marilyn will be moving south shortly tike meantime, put Monday August 12 from
be closer to their daughters. Alas, hisrailrodd: 30 pm t o 7: 30pm on
will very soon be history. The good news is ghain the reasons for what seem to be odd |
Dwight will be having a professionally managectt time. We will also make an effort to hg
moving sale that includes the model railroadlist of available items to make your shoppin
equipment. We will have a more complete daost efficient.

scription of what will be available as well as di-

\\

rand-

opportunity to ride Amtrak. My son, his two sons andsons was taken in front of a CSX mural on the restagirant
several employees of the local ambulance service hadidéekfter an enjoyable time at Clifton Forge we boarded
discussing this fact. The upshot of our discussion wastdor the two hour and forty minute trip back to Thuf-
take a ride on Amtrak. On a Wednesday morning weratind. This was an all daylight trip, and what a great way
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