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HEAD OF THE HOLLER
Bob Weinheimer MMR

| want to start by thanking Jim Butler and Matt Crouch of SACOM and Coa
sion member Bob Mershimer for making the arrangements for our March meet
St. Albans C&O depot. Unfortunately, rail traffic was low and only one train weg

while | was there. On the other hand, that let Paul LaPointe present his great s
clinic without interruption. I f yo
member has already started using Pa
Paul ds opportunity to try the clini
Central Region Convention later in April.

We just finished a good weekend a

Dunbar train show. John Harris and Gary Burdette combined to add to the fea
our display. We talked to a number of potential members, we will just have to

see if they join. We also discussed improvements to the display. John will be

ing a proposal that we should be able to discuss over the summer. If approveq
to see a nice professional looking backdrop much like you would see at a tradsg
This will greatly improve our appearance at train shows and should attract mor
to our booth.

Dennis McGeeney is working diligently on the June 23 Potomac Eagle trip.
he will be unable to attend our April meeting, | stand ready to take your checks
them on to him. As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, the last day to sign up
May 12.

June 16 will see wus in Marion, Oh
will feature several clinics including one each by Coal Division members Jerry
Paul LaPointe. With three rail lines passing the meeting venue, there should b
action. | also understand that our hosts will be providing lunch at no cost to us.
the distance (Marion is an hour north of Columbus) and the Potomac Eagle trig
foll owing weekend, I dondét expect &
me Wwr ong. I have told Buckeye Divi
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joint business meeting is necessary. If there is something that needs to be brolight up we

can do that.

| want to close by thanking the membership for their continued faith in Gary
me as evidenced by our reelection to our current offices. | was really surprised
that about half of you mailed in your ballots even there were no real choices! \}
strive to do our best to serve you during the next two years.

and

NEXT MEETING

The April meeting of The Coal Division will be held on Saturday, April 14 at W
ginia Hobbies and Crafts at Teays Valley. Social hour and model judging are at 1P
meeting commences at 2PM. The April contest will be passenger cars. Please brin
models. The clinic will be a | ook bac
ern railroad.
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FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL
Gary J. Burdette MMR

olf it had been a s nak etosioftthe depat, tipdle amchavceupld af Hotisesn Littgalid 6
many times have we heard that old saying as we havkrealize that it still exists, in a manner of speaking. As
|l ooked and | ooked f or s csooaashheardjthat adfield trp hotthe restaded tipplejwas
requiring numerous searches before we actually locatedhe offing, | was raring to go. | quickly discovered|that
the item. Sometimes, we have stumbled upon the prés National Park Service has restored the old tipplel and
ence of something i nt er eunscoveradghe folindationsnaad fabterd af Gumerauscéd|
isted, but was there all along. Such was the case withtraetures as well as a bank of a couple of dozen coke
this past weekend at the annual St. Albans C&O Modalerss. After a circuitous trip down in to the gorge, we
and Museum Model er s We e kreachdd the valleldfloor Rndl samé&gpaentwhat réained of

the old mining community. The relics just mentioned

As a C&0O modeler and historian, | am aware of thewere fascinating with plaques showing old photos d¢pict-

existence of many of the old towns along the line in tlieg the active days of the town. The keynote featurg

New River Gorge area. Most notable, of course, is Thowever, was the rebuilt coal tipple complete with track-
mond, the Dodge City of the East. | have visited therage. Taking in all that was there, we all realized what a
many times taking pictures, measuring structures andhriving community it once was. A school, church, cpm-
watching trains. Pr i n c epany storeademot ahdentany hauseosurrotinded thejoldn

beauti ful art deco dep o ttippie making up b SeEbntamed entity withimvtherdeep
Cat floor emblem and the huge coal mine mural on theonfines of this remote area. At one time there werg

wall. | once boasted | had the only model of the Prinegal villages up and down the old C&O with similar sfo-
depot in the world as | had never seen another one. Iries. For one modeling coal country, this place helps cap-

know there are several such models as of this writingture the look and feel of the history being recreated.
However, | know | am, still, the only one who has former

Ho
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Prince Station Agent Mar \Sb, haviRgltraveldédallyatbsnd thisilittle mpeket mdny a n d

Amtrak stamp on the inner roof section of theirmodet i mes over the year s, I

So, there! Marvin has been a friend to the C&O Histasi-Nuttall. It did indeed bite me, injecting a great degl of
cal Society for years and many of the guys have accdrigbary, nostalgia and fascination for life in the Coal Divi-

nied him on numerous railfan trips. One such trip wasion into my veins. The fun of the trip and time sperijt

nal |y

the scheduled outing f orwithnyiC&0 buddiasrhdssertandydeeh amost pleasue e k e n d
Nuttall, WV with Marvin as one of our guides. abl e experience. Hopef plly, vyc

also.
I knew Nuttallburg had once existed as | had seen pho-

A MODELER®S NUGGET FOR APRI L
Bring Life To Your N Gauge Mountains
Tony Puccini

It was a dark and stormy night. | had just finished | quickly gathered twelve fleas from my little furr

putting the last tree in my newly created mountain rarfigend. The fleas were placed in a bottle and later that day
on

ized that something was missing. My mountains lookagt mountain range. The fleas are exactly the size df an N
l' i ke everyone el seds mo wcate mountangoat! IEvery aned ireatvhile, a flrea wllh i
had
hoped to achieve! Now my mountains really are alive!

While sitting back to give my work a critical look | real-spray painted them white. | then released the fleag

usual. jump from peak to peak and the illusion is just what

The very next day, while | was outside trimming nvypu also can achieve the same effect.
bushes, the neighbords beagle came by to visit.

is a very friendly dog and | enjoy his company. After a | hasten to mention that no fleas were harmed ir] the

few moments the dog sat down and scratched at a fleaeation of this scenario. Happy April!
that was located behind his right ear. This is when | was
struck by inspiration!

ng un

Now t



TRAVELS WITH DENNIS
THE POTOMAC EAGLE EXCURSION
Dennis McGeeney

Saturday, June 23, 2012, the date for the Coal DRemney area. The Koolwink Motel on Rte 50-820@4
sion Potomac Eagle excursion is approaching rapidly3585) is clean and comfortable and features a fifties|motif.
great deal of planning has been done for this trip andBe-Hampshire House (38227172) offers luxury
eral members have already gotten their payments to meras and fine dining. The South Branch Inn in Romney
the last meeting in St. Albans. The railroad has advis#ters 61 rooms with many amenities {8553122
that if we sell twenty tickets we receive two free ticketsww.southbranchinn.cmFor campers there is the

which we may raffle off. Wapocoma campground right on the South Branch ith
200 sites (368227003
We wi | | meet on the 2 3wwd.wapbcomadam@y@undddmat Mar i o[bs

Italian Restaurant at 33 South High St in Romney, WV
(3048227776). There will be an opportunity to order There are many close by attractions should you (de-
from their five page menu and enjoy fellowship prior toide to make a multi day trip of it. At Cumberland, MD is
our train ride. the five mile long ex B&O yard and shops as well as|the
scenic railroad trip over the former Western Marylanfd to
The excursion itself departs Romney at 1:00 PM fabstburg. At Elkins and Durbin, WV there are several
lowing the South Branch of the Potomac River and wecenic railroad options available. You can work youf way
arrive back in Romney at about 4:30 PM. The ticket dibwn to Cass and ride to Spruce Knob behind steam.
fice is an old B&O wagon top caboose and our motiv®ther attractions nearby are Seneca Rocks, Senecd Cav-
power will be a C&O F7 diesel. We will also have anexp; the National Radio Astronomy Center, Harpers Ferry,
portunity to observe the other equipment of the SouthAntietam Battlefield and the beautiful Potomac High
Branch Valley RR. There is a possibility that we will ltends.
given a special photo runby at Romney after our return
from the excursion. We will be assigned a car with tabled will be in Maine for our April meeting but you can
for our comfort and to enable fellowship during the triget your checks to Bob or Gary. You may mail your
As we travel the route we will see a Sears and Roebutiekk to me at 509 Water St Summersville WV 26651 and
built home which was delivered by rail. There are seeathine anytime at 304 87262. You can bring your oywn
stone buildings crafted by German stonemasons in tfeod and drinks and anyone and everyone are invited to
early 1800s. The railroad reports that on ninety eightjpierus. Cost is $42.00 per person, six to sixteen years old
cent of trips bald eagles are seen from the train. is $20.0 and less than six years old rides free. | am [really
looking forward to seeing you there! PS parking meters in
The day or our trip will be one of the longest dayRafimney are free on weekeridiease note that all pay:-
the year for sun light. It is 232 miles from Charlestonrteents must be received by May 12
Romney so some may want to consider making an over-
night trip of it. There are several places to stay inthe  Check out the photos below and on page 5

Passing a Farm south of Springfield, WV Passengers enjoy the view of The Trough
Photo courtesy Potomac Eagle Photo courtesy Potomac Eagle


http://www.southbranchinn.com
http://www.wapocomacampground.com

MY WORD
Dan Mulhearn, Editor

I dondt know if the mi |Gbnvention atPittsbueghahd leam lodkigg faswand epa g
blame; but my model railroading juices are really flowgagly to that. | will get to see my buddy, Bruce Knapp of
Several of us from the Pocahontas Chapter NRHS sefimginnati, who Nina and | got to know at last years Fac-
our HO modules for the first time in several years at ttemento National. April 20th | will be off to Appomattox
Dunbar train show this past weekend. After some wirMgA t o oper ate on Bob Buf keds | ¢

glitches and not a little head scratching (notasarestBafn dy Cr eek and Southerp.

s t

Next

Tonyds fleas!) we got t hPermsylsania Southein opgespian,alivayy a pleastfé; and nd h

enjoyable weekend. The Dunbar showisarathersméll i nt 6s C&O i s coming up

venue but the hospitality of the CPH modelers was wsee the Marion meeting and the Potomac Eagle trip.

On

derful. | also enjoyed looking over the dealers who retop of all that, sometime in the next couple of monthg my

minded me of the old swap meet type shows where yold buddy from New Jersey, John Locke and his sor

will

could pick up a diamond in the rough at a great price b&/meeting me in the Altoona PA area for a few day$ of

also enjoyed visiting with Bob, John and Gary who weheasing trains on the old Pennsy main. It is not train

re-

present to staff the Coal Division booth. Bob Weinheilatrd, but we are importing another paramedic from [Texas

was kind enough to host an impromptu op session oratithe ambulance where | work and | am hoping to cut

Pennsylvania Southern for the Pocahontas group on 8ay back on hours worked there. More modeling tim

urday evening. We did have to send the jitney to rescue

Ben and Charlie when they outlawed out on the linewithhi s mont hdéds Coal Di vi

a heavy Waynesburg Turn. present a picture show from slides | took back in the

seventies and early eighties on the Denver & Rio Grf

There is a lot to look forward to in the near future. Myestern in Colorado an Utah. The Rio Grande was

track and wiring is proceeding slowly but surelyonthe t y | i ttl e operation wh

Clinch Valley Branch of my future N&W Pocahontas much larger competitors.

Division layout. The end of this month will see the MCR
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Both photos are of places you can visit easily from the Romney WV area. On the left is a Western Maryland freight
climbing through Helmstetters Curve in April of 1975. In June of 1975 Chessie System abandoned this line in favor of

the nearby B&O Sand Patch line. This track is now the route of the Western Maryland Scenic RR with excursions
from Cumberland, MD to Frostburg. The second photo is a B&O freight at the historic town of Harpers Ferry, WV.

Both photos by D J Mulhearn, 4/75 and 12/76 dates.



NMRA MCR DIVISION 9
The Coal Division
Teays Valley, West Virginia
February 11, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Superintendent Budwurs for Chief Dispatcher. Dan Kennedy had his sc|
Weinheimer at 2:00 PM. Those in attendance introdubait ATLAS transfer car judged and will soon have
themselves. We were visited by Andy Blenko and hisszamery judged. Dan Mulhearn turned in his docume
Charlie from MCR Division 2 tion for his Author Certificate.

On a motion by Bill Wadsworth, seconded and passeBijll Wadsworth reported that ballots for the Division
the minutes of the January 2012 meeting as publishetion have been mailed and are due no later than the
the newsletter were approved. meeting.

Bob Weinhei mer 6s super i nMemberdhipiChagman dolpndartis distaseed the
several important topics. Everyone was reminded to lopkvhich we receive membership information from t
over the candidates for National NMRA office and gefNational Office. John also discussed our participatio
their ballots in. The upcoming MCR Convention in Pittke upcoming Dunbar train show.

burgh was mentioned and Bob advised making roomDesmis McGeeney spoke on the upcoming Potomag
ervations promptly. Bob noted that the thick schedulegle excursion

normally printed in thiRMRA Magazine for the up-

coming Grand Rapids National Convention would notl@n Mulhearn invited members to submit articles an|
forthcoming. All schedules are found on the Conventimput for the newsletter.

web site. Those without computer access may obtain a

printed schedule from the NMRA. There was no old business discussed.

Assistant Superintendent Gary Burdette continued hi§here was no new business discussed.
discussion of the educational aspects of our outreach to
the public. Gary has a lot of good ideas about utilizinghanouncements were made regarding several upco
web site to present railroading, both prototype and mudét shows.
to the general public

Due to the snowy weather and the forecast of more
In the absence of Tony Puccinni there was no report oame the raffle and the clinic were postponed.
our Boy Scout outreach

The contest was diesel locomotives and the winner
Webmaster Bob W discussed the difficulty of categorRQiagn Kennedy 66s ATLAS tr
the hits on our web site with our new ISP.

Again, due to the inclement weather, the meeting wa
The AP is warming up with Dennis McGeeney gettinddrisshortened and adjourned at 2:43 PM.
scenery certificate approved. David Robinette will be get-
ting his Structure Certificate. Clint Foster had his scefegpectfully submitted:
judged. Dennis McGeeney is working on getting in hi®an Mulhearn, acting Division Clerk
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On select trips, regular ticket holders may opt
for table seating as shown. We will be using a Boarding passengers at Romney
car such as this. Photo courtesy Potomac Eagle
Photo courtesy Potomac Eagle
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NMRA MCR DIVISION 9

The Coal Division
St Albans C&O Depot, St Albans WV

March 10, 2012

Welcome and Introductions
Bob thanked SACOM for the use of the depot.ravels with Dennis

Matt Crouch gave a short history of the depot Dennis mentioned activities that members cpuld
and explained how the depot is currently used do in addition to the train ride at Romney. The
for functions both railroad and roailroad. deadline will be the May meeting for the Jure 23
train ride.
Clinic: Paul Lapointé Appalachians in Eight Inches
Boy Scouts
Division Clerk Report Tony is now approved by the BSA to award the
Minutes no minutes available for the FebruariRailroad merit badge.
meeting
Treasurer balance is currently $8,540 Old Business
None

Superintendent Report
Bob reminded members the national electionNew Business

was ongoing. None
Assistant Superintendent Report Announcements
Gary discussed some our educational efforts The Greenbo Show will be next weekend.
with the Education Station. WGH Show will be in Cincinnati at the Duke
Energy Center on March 9.
Achievement Program RPM show will be in Philadelphia and Tony will
David Robinette has submitted paperwork fobe attending.
AP Structure. Dan Mulhern has submitted for Hawks Nest show will be MarchAgrill.
author and Clint Foster for Scenery. Dennis Dan presented certificates for the most annyal
McGeeney was awarded his AP certificate foachievement in Division 9 model contests.
scenery. Mark Maynard has been approved for The MCR Regional Convention will be in Apfil.

Electrical Engineer.
Next Meetings
Nominations Chair April 14 West Virginia Hobbies and Crafts
Election resultsBoth Bob and Gary were-re May 12 Dave Stoutdg home,
elected to Superintendent and Assistant Superin-  June 16 Joint meeting in Marion, OH
tendent respectively.
Also Romney train ride June 23.
Membership Chair
Staffing will be needed for the Dunbar train Contestd Freight Cars
show which is same weekend as SACOM3s
Hawkds Nest meeting

Contest Manager Dan Mulhearn presents
Gary Burdette MMR with the 2011 Mod-
eler of the Year award for his contest win-
ning entries. Photo by Jerry Doyle




NEWS FROM NATIONAL
NMRA INFONET

As promised last month, here's the remainder of th&lMRA identify ways to retain andredd members, as
news that came out of the winter Board of Directors well as recruit new ones.
meeting, held February 8 & 9, 2012, in Las Vegas.

Jenny Hendricks, NMRA Administration Director, 1
ports that the number of RailPass members who cor
to Regular members has reached the 80% Mank.

The NMRA has a new Development Department Maratulations to all of you whose hard work has made|
ager, charged with seeking out new donation sourcegyaatia realityMaybe we should try for-a000%?
methods, and coming up with ways to expand our fund-

News from the Board meeting:

e_
vert

this

raising potentialAlan Anderson of Salt Lake City, UT, The Celebration of Models in Grand Rapids will in{ro-

volunteered to fill the slot, which had been vacant forduce a new contest award in memory of Dean Freyt
several yearsn his fulltime job, Alan works with a Salt'Dean of Styrene" and former national Contest

Lake City area chamber of commerce. Chair. The award is funded by a donation given to th
NMRA in memory of Freyt
The "Cruise Convention" idea was officially declareBr eyt ag | ndu st r Thawinnifgtstruo-

"not popular enough to pursudritial estimates, dic- ture will be selected by the Contest Chairman.

tated that the idea receive approximately 800 firm com-

mitments from NMRA members, and only about 300 /n other news:

were received via the survey, which was printed several

times iNNMRA Magazirend also sent to Sacramento  White River Productions, the comp#at prints

convention attendees. NMRA Magazin@announced that it has purchased thg

assets of the nedefunct magazin®lodel Railroad Nev

The NMRA is in the final stages of selecting a volunteer

Marketing Department Managé&i date, several profes- NMRA Secretary Bob Gangwish reports that the

sional candidates have responded to a "help wanted'dadeid version of the Executive Handb@ohkow poste

NMRA MagazineThe Marketing Director will help the onwww.nmra.or@nd can be downloaded.
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
Bob Weinheimer MMR

Achievement Program activity among our members
is really picking up. | noted last month that Clint Foster is
now a Master Builder of Scenery and Dan Mulhearn is a
Model Railroad Author, | hope their certificates will be
arriving shortly. Just a few days ago we received word that
David Robinette is a Master Builder of Structures and a
Model Railroad EnginéeElectrical. Congratulations to
David!

At the Dunbar train show Gary Burdette and |
judged a number of modules built by Charlie Venable. A
careful inspection showed these modules to contain some
outstanding scenery, we judged it to a good solid merit L . :
level. The necessary paperwork will be submitted as soon Bob Welnhelme_r presents a beam'ﬂg Dennis
as Charlie can get it toget M%Gfae.ney&/wgl?qc neeryﬁcgmf'?‘ﬁ@'d ul
quite a bit of lighting and animation, we found almost Photo by Jerry Doyle
enough for the Electrical Certificate as well. The only

e s

thing lacking was a turntable or wye that leads to the needSo this year the Coal Division has had four certjfi-

to reverse electrical polarity. | trust Charlie can do socstes approved at the National level; this does not in

thing about that, perhaps by building a separate mod@én ar | i eds scenery wor k.

containing one of these features. look over your layout or modules with an eye to the
Achievement Program.
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