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From the Head the Holler
By Gary J. Burdette, MMR

0Thi s has beenevant gr Eaat mdebiyngurng
comment on the December g@gether was both a compliment to all who particip
and a good description of the day. As we have been working to spruce up activi
month for real oRai | Fun Adventures,
Sever al members entered the model ¢

and beverages on which to snack. Bob Osburn gave an interesting and informai

presentation on tools from adhesives to clamps, and saws to specialty items. Se
you brought in your favorite tools for show and tell. There was a M.A.D.D. displ3
snow scenery. The depot was in all her Christmas finery. And, Santa was there
gifts for all in attendance. Yes, it was a good day.

Can we continue to improve and refine what we are doing? | think so! With
thusiasm that has been shown and new ideas in the offing, the sky is the limit.

o
your thinking caps on and see what you can come up with. Even a brief show a{d tell

adds spice to the mix.
Bob Osburn has obtained 30 plastic box car shells from the NMRA. These V|
thought to be invaluable for us to practice air brushing and lettering/decaling tec
Bob Weinheimer purchased a numbettaflyox cars at a recent meet on which we
might practice air brush weathering techniques. He has volunteered to develop
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handson clinics for us. We may practice among ourselves, then open up clinics for other

clubs and/or the public. This could even evolve into an outreach or fundraiser.
I noted | have been collecting foam board, saw dust, rocks, sand, weeés, pq
sticks and otaheot étubf AobCaabhDISki

p
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based on a project presented by the Australian group a while back and accentu
article in thé&keystone Corritthis past month. (There is a cheat sheet to help us.)
found two cutout projects in an old issue 8901 Model Railroading Weasould build
a scene, then cut card, construction paper anghathtatconstruct a building to put

ted in an

it. We could follow up with some weathering: pastels, chalks, air brush, and dry prush.
This could develop into the Scene, Diorama, or Module Contest category envisipned by

Denni
home.

The DecembeMRA Magazirfeatured an article suggesting the modeler buil
every structure into a little scene which could be removed from the railroad. Mar
have seen several mEnenes by Larry Richards. Here is an opportunity for one to
ly build a completed, staatbne model, or place it on the layout as a finished elen
Think about this one for there is great learning and modeling potential, and a lot
-on fun as well.

Our clerk suggested we have more morning sessions, as we did recently, tg
full day of o6rail fun, 6 since we ar g
then selected months. Slide shows, videos, Power Point Presentations, stbries)
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and whahot. More imagining is required here. His clinic for January will be on R
Signaling. | &m going to bring some
In keeping with a OoONew Look for
faceted contest called O0OPhotos, Fin

ter items which present an artistic interpretation of our hobby incIng- _
ontinued page 2
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Continued from page 1jng model and prototype photos, the photos, drawing, or weathered model and give this a

any craft or work of art, and models that have exceptiondtveryoneshould have an example of one of thesg.

paint and/or weathering applied. This is advocatedasa | have | earned from m ocrazy
way of combining some related, artistic elements whithat e Shel by Young, and y 0St ec
while we look at, are not always the key element of tt&tout, that anything is fair game when building modgls.

viewing and contest. The ARTISTIC qualities of this A&vether you use the fur from Lion King slippers or glas-

category will be competing for the popular vote. You &eeshapes from the work shop, anything that works is OK

all artists in interpreting how you see the prototypeandn model i ng. The same gpes for
presenting it to the rest of us, through photos, arts/crafigrieso with meetings: they may be transformed int
or model painting techniques. So, for January, break BMENTS!

New Year New Look
January Railfun Event

January 9, 2016 Y@uST. ALBANS depot
TIMETABLE

1:00- Social & M.A.D.D. Viewing Time:
*C&O Signal Blueprints
*Articles
*How-to
*Models
*Rules

200-Superintendentdos Briefing: | nf o
*The Depot
*The Division
*The Election

2:45- Raffle and Contest: A New Look-
*Mixed Bag- Enter contest get raffle ticket
*Photos, Fine Arts, and Finest Finishes
*Clinic: Signaling by Jerry Doyle




UPCOMING CLINICS
Bob Osburn, Clinic Chair

The scheduled Clinic for January will be on Railroad 8@ek with an oscillating tool, do it on a scrap piece 0

nals presented by Jer ry trBokfirdt dthas beatrefound thHat seme pseillating te

his knowledge of the subject and professional presentet not give good results. A follap will be discussed

tions are great. If you have any railroad signals or asdoding the January Meeting.

ated materials, please feel free to include them in the clin-

ic, your participation is welcome. Schedule upcoming clinic: FebriiaBectronic Steel
Mill Projects by Paul Lapointe

A caution from the December Climid you try to cut

f
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CONTEST
Photos by Paul Lapointe

Decemberds contest w
had several entries. First Place went to Larry Rig
for his HON30 center cab locomotive. There was
for second between Sa
R50B reefer and Jerry
There was no third place as these were the three
est vote getters.

The January contest
and Finest Finisheso6. |
sent an artistic interpretation of our hobby includij
model and prototype photos, any craft or work of art,
and models that have exceptional paint and/or weathering
applied.

PENNSYLVANIA

256y

Samdés reefer Jerryds transfer

caboose

RAFFLE

third of three wonderful drawings by Mike Penn. This one is of a &
folk Southern train on a trestle. :

The selection of raffle items is again getting a bit thin so take [ &
er look at what you have that needs a good home. What you ha ¥
more need of may be just what somebody else has been looking

Remember that all raffle proceeds from events at the depot ¢
ward the utilities. While the winter has been mild to date that car 2
last and sooner or later the contribution will really be paying for h =
Bring those items and buy those raffle tickets.




NMRA MCR DIVISION 9
THE COAL DIVISION

5M Event d Mainlines, Mine Runs, Models, Museum, and More . . .
St Albans Depot

St Albans, WV
December 12, 2015
Minutes
Meeting called to order at 1:53 p.m. El ections
We will have an election in the Spring of 2016.
Division Clerk Report Nominations are due by January. Voting deadline
Treasury balance is currently $9,021.17 is the March meeting. Voting must be done by
November minutes were approved. USPS.
Pike Ads $0.
Raffle revenues $41. Raf fl e
We have a small number of items for raffle tp-
Superintendent Report day. Our inventory is getting low. Proceeds $41.
Gary thanked everyone for attending and wished
everyone a Merry Christmas. Members intro-Old Business
duced themselves. He passed around a signup None
sheet for work on the depot the week of the 13
New Business
Assistant Superintendent Report None
No report.
Announcements
Achievement Program Be looking for news on a new NMRA discount
Bob Weinheimer mentioned John Harris has program sometime in January.
been working on a certificate. There will be a silent auction soon at the depot.
Gary showed several items that will be in the
Newsletter Chair auction. B _
Bob would like submissions early due to the holi- ~ Gary mentioned positive feedback on the reyised
day. Paul Lapointe has submitted something for ~ contest format at the Portsmouth, Ohio meefing.
the January issue. .
Future Meetings
Clinic Chair Januarg St. Albans Depo& New Yedr &8s
Todayds clinic was c¢han glLeofatModel Ralrgaglingi ng t ool [s,
tips, and techniques. January clinic Jerry ®oyle Februang St. Albans DepoHtlistory and Hobby-
Railroad Signals, February Paul Lapdihssy- Marchd St Albans Depoiodel Like a Lion orja
out Electronics Projects. We will be using sur- Lamb?

plus boxcar shells from NMRA national for a

clinic in the Spring. A handa clinic that could Meeting adjourned 2:30 p.m.
be open to other clubs and modelers was pro-

posed. Respectfully submitted,

Contest Chair Jerry Doyle, Division 9 Clerk
Thi s montdmbs ed entdbessstc hoi ce.

Membership Chair
We will be ordering a new batch of name badges.
Gary mentioned having a new run of shirts and
hats.




Layout Expansion on the Pittsburgh & Western RR
By Paul Lapointe

After talking about it for over a year | finally bit the
bullet and started to expand my layout.

My current layout occupies approximately half my
basement or about 25 by 28 feet. | decided to expand i
one half of the remaining basement, about 14 by 20 fee
size. | was going to take the entire basement but | reali;}
that | still need storage space and things like a furnace &
other items. ’

The new area will be double deck around the walls
with a peninsula in the middle. One wall will be an oval "= s
helix with scenic portions and will incorporate a 10 trac
staging yard. The main yard at Midway will be tripled i
length and converted from a stub end yard to a double
ended yard adding additional locomotive servicing incl
ing a muchneeded turntable. The track plan will also
change, greatly lengthening the mainline run and correct-
ing a couple of bottlenecks and one or two areas that nev-
er worked out as planned. A provision will be made for
continuous running for open house situations. The secongd
level, which is the mountain region | call Coal Fork
Branch, will be greatly extend all the way around and i
clude at least two more coal mines and a marshalling
Both levels will extend into a peninsula in the middle of
the area to featuring more industries

Construction progress:

After clearing out the area the first order of busines
was to put up a ceiling. This keeps dust from falling on
layout from the floor above. It goes a long way toward
keeping the layout clean and operational. | rarely have
do any track cleaning. I'm lucky enough to have access
a supply of Masonite panels about 3' x 4' which | tacke
up to the underside of the floor joists. | then painted the
panels a ceiling white to improve the lighting by brighte
ing up the area.

The next thing | do is to put up the stud walls. As |
did in the original layout, | put up steel studs. | prefer to, '\
work with steel because it is lightweight, because | USUg
work alone, and it is very stable. It will not warp, cup, o
twist like wood can. Steel studs are approximately the
same price as good construction lumber.

Once the stud walls are up, | build benchwork out @
the same steel studs. | make the benches usually two
wide but no wider than 2 % feet. This is to keep every-
thing on the |l ayout withi
es are mounted to the vertical studs in a cantilevered p
tion from the wall. This makes a very strong bench anc
has the added advantage of not needing legs undernez
them. The steel stud benches are assembled and mou
using seltlrilling, seltapping screws.

Well , thatoés it so far. pl an updat e he
the layout next month.

progr e:



Her bds Model Rai l road
Herb Parsons

The editor asked for some photos of my layout so here they are.

The lower
level has a three
track yard and an
industrial lead that
will have a truck
dump on the end.
The two stub end
tracks on the left
will be an engine
service track and a
caboose track. The
track on the right
is for a saw mill.
The large open
space will be a
small town.

On the upper level, on the left|is
a switchback to a log camp. O
the right are 2 tracks for a coa
mine.

=]

| checked the incline with a Atlas

GP7 and cars. | started with the
engine and six cars and had no
trouble going up grade. | adddd
cars until | got to 13 cars and &
caboose and the GP7 pulled the
train with no effort. | stopped gt
13 cars because the mine tragks
will only hold that many.

I now have to wire the layout
and purchase a second contrg
ler. Jerry suggested | wire it for
DCC. I'll have to look into that

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

The goal of the newsletter team is to have thisdooua t i me we candt print t .
ment reach you by email or snail mail at least one weefx to date information possible. Here are the deadlijes for

prior to our meetings. We typically start the layout wahe next few issues.
the Monday 12 days before the meeting. This allows a day

of review by the officers and a proofreader before the February February 1
electronic version is issued, usually on Wednesday. The  March February 29
paper version is mailed Thursday or Friday. For this to April March 28
happen reliably, we need all items for publication by that May May 2

Monday 12 days prior to theJdumeeti ndMay30l f we dondt

get



